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Dorothy Rasenberger’s Birthday Celebration 
Carol Barton, Joy Garland, and Lucy Jones 

 
On February 16, long-time Grail sisters 

celebrated Dorothy Rasenberger’s 

upcoming 82th birthday at her present 

residence in the St. Cabrini Home in 

Dobbs Ferry, NY.  Fourteen attended 

the gathering – three were from New 

Jersey (Carolyn Vadala, Trina Paulus 

and her friend Carolyn Apone), three 

from Cornwall-on-Hudson (Lucy Jones, 

Simonetta Romano, Sharon 

Thomson), four from the South Bronx 

(Mary Kay Louchart, Sharon Joslyn, 

interns Annelisa Shamase and Diane 

Mali),  three from Manhattan (Carol 

Barton, Brigitte Stark-Merklein, Joy Garland) and one from Queens (Dorothy's friend, 

Monique).  Everyone brought some delicious, nutritious food, including wine.  We were in a 

lovely private room surrounded by windows on two sides, looking out at the Hudson River 

and the Palisades.   Brigitte arrived early to take Dorothy to the 11am Mass in the beautiful 

chapel (with some echoes of the Oratory at Grailville).  When everyone arrived by 1pm, 

Lucy and Joy led us in a blessing about women and food, “Wisdom Prepares Her Feast” 

from Jan Richardson's Sacred Journeys.   
 

After a festive lunch complete with homemade birthday 

cake and bounteous fruit, we reset the table with a Grail 

chalice, a candle and a new blue and white cloth.  Together 

we created a ritual of celebration.  We sang many songs 

which must have carried out to the residents on that floor. 

Each person shared her stories of how Dorothy influenced 

her life and what Dorothy's friendship and leadership 

meant to her.  Carol Barton shared a poem (see page 2).  

Sharon Thomson shared how Dorothy gave her a whole 

new way of understanding and appreciating her hard-
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Partygoers included, left to right: Carol Barton, Lucy Jones, Carolyn 
Vadala, Trina Paulus, Carolyn Apone, Mary Kay Louchart (and Sharon 
Thomson’s arms!) 

working, colorful, working class family. 

We remembered Dorothy’s leadership 

as president of the Grail – where she 

engaged in listening to members and 

supporting them.  We recalled her work 

in the Liberation Task Force as well as 

with all the women she mentored into 

the Grail through the Politics & 

Spirituality group in New York.  We 

lifted up her acute skills at social 

analysis and work on women and 

economic justice over many years.   
 

Lastly, Lucy told of how 

recently, in cleaning up after 

a pipe burst in the Prayer 

Room at Cornwall, Kathi 

Hurley discovered some old 

papers, including a 

biography and “Thoughts on 

the Grail” written by Dorothy 

in 1967.  We took turns 

reading her own words back 

to her, written 46 years ago, 

and we all recognized an 

amazingly prescient current 

statement about the Grail in 

its present reality (see page 

3).  To close, we stood and 

joined together to sing the 

Russian Alleluia in three 

parts.   
 

 
 

Note: Dorothy Rasenberger 

was president of the Grail in 

the United States from 1967-

1972. She wrote the essay on 

page 3 in 1967 when she was 

35 years old, but it has 

particular timeliness today. 

 

Dorothy  
When you spoke of liberation 
We both meant liberating the whole world.  
Dorothy, Peggy, Licha  
Grail Liberation Task Force, American Christians Towards 
     Socialism/ACTS 
Preparation for Nairobi; 
Religious Network for Equality for Women;  
Gramscian Structural Analysis, RNEW Economic Literacy; 
Challenging Clinton’s Welfare Reform;  
Advocating to save Mitchell-Lama housing.  
We meant liberating the whole world,  
But you liberated me.  
Mentoring, engaging  
An invitation to belong to a movement of women 
An invitation to link politics & spirituality  
To go deep, to build life-long relationships with sisters  
To take leadership. 
An invitation to stop, relax, and be rocked all night in embracing arms  
Like the old man in Women Who Run with the Wolves.  
You have been those embracing arms.  
Nurturing, challenging,  
Arriving at my doorstep in a rented car to take me and infant Russ to 
     Cornwall 
Where our sisters surrounded us with love and flowers,  
Community, music and good food.  
You liberated me, and her, and her, and my sisters.  
 
And if the Revolution is still a ways off,  
You have kept us on the road.  
 
By Carol Barton 
February 16, 2013 
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Thoughts on the Grail  

By Dorothy Rasenberger  

A thought that persists with me as I think about the Grail now (and it is related to the processes of 

change everywhere) is that the future belongs to those who have the imagination and patience to 

build something new. The frustration of this building - but also its joy - is that we never quite finish, 

we’re never really satisfied, we never stop moving on. It's possible to live this way only if we believe 

that the process is in itself a value; that working through something, creating together is a way to 

self-realization for those involved, and a genuine participation in the growth of the world. This 

effort to continually "make things new" is part of our heritage in the Grail, but in these times, that 

renewal is ongoing, demanding increased sensitivity, creativity and willingness to begin without 

knowing quite where we will end.  

What we make of the future will not be completely without roots. There are elements of continuity 

in the Grail to which we should be faithful, though we’ll differ greatly in our way of perceiving and 

expressing them.  

I would describe these elements as:  1) a love for the world --- this means for me a being-rooted-in-

the-world, loving and caring for its life and growth.  For us, a special emphasis of this caring is a 

concern for the growth of persons, for relationships between persons and groups; for the 

development of social structures that support man's growth, and cultural expressions that reflect 

it.  A concern for the world’s good is at the heart of our reason for being, it is our task, our 

responsibility, something to be considered in all that we do. 

2) a quality of relationships --- a continual striving for sincerity and truth with one another, for an 

openness to difference and disagreement,  a readiness for forgiveness and reconciliation.  

3) a rooting in the Christian  faith --- our love for the world and openness to one another are rooted 

in Christ's love and in a belief that the Spirit is among us. Faith is open to new understanding and 

the community of faith holds within it the suffering of doubt, the search for truth.  

Against this background, the Grail of the future has unlimited possibilities. Its shape is unknown 

because it is yet to be made, but what it will be is partly determined by the present from which it 

moves.  We are a movement of great diversity, spread thinly and widely throughout the country. 

We are a movement of much talent, of growing competency and experience. We have been 

through something together, having passed from one era to another in less than five years: from an 

era of works to an era of interior revamping, from an era of strong leadership to an era of shared 

responsibility, from an era of certainty to modest self-evaluation, from an era of numbers to the 

small group. The future depends largely on how well we take advantage of the new power and 

responsibility that this era has given us, how well we make use of our diversity through creative 

interaction, how well we communicate, finding new varieties and forms to overcome our 

dispersion, how well we innovate and experiment in many ways for effective action in the world. 

January, 1967  
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Janet Kalven’s Big (Snow) Adventure 
On Sunday, February 3, the activity director at SEM Haven in Milford, Ohio, where Janet 
Kalven has been living for more than a year, asked if anyone wanted to go sledding. Janet 
and another 99-year-old were the first volunteers;  below you can see the steps in her 
adventure, accompanied by the SEM staff. See the joy in her face at the bottom! Janet will 
turn 100 in May. 
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Karen O’Brien, left, with Laurel True and the completed mosaic. 

Building Community Through Building A Mural 
Karen O’Brien 

In January, I had the opportunity to travel to La Fortuna, Costa Rica, with nine other artists 
and trip leader Laurel True of the Global Mosaic Project. We spent nine days constructing a 
mosaic mural at a medical clinic in the town of La Fortuna, beneath the famous Arenal 
volcano.  Costa Rica is a nature lover’s paradise, and the Costa Ricans were friendly and 
enthusiastic hosts, rightfully proud of their beautiful country. 

The mural was designed with community input to include the logo of the medical clinic. 
Community members joined our team of artists to learn the skills necessary to design and 
assemble their own mosaic mural from start to finish, and also hosted the US team with a 
celebratory barbecue and dance when the mural was completed. 

As a practicing artist who believes in the power of community-based arts to galvanize 
communities for positive action, I found this to be one of the best projects I have ever been 
involved with, not mention one of the most fun! The mural attracted national attention 
when a television crew showed up to do a six-minute newscast on the project, and Laurel 
and the Global Mosaic Project were invited to return to Costa Rica to do further projects. So 
although a tight schedule prohibited me from meeting Costa Rican Grail member Silvia 
Rodriguez de Cervantes, who had warmly invited me to visit, I will be able to connect with 
her when I return to Costa Rica with another Global Mosaic Project trip. 

Laurel True and the Global Mosaic Project are always looking for opportunities to do 
participatory projects in communities around the globe, and would be happy to connect 
with Grail groups and centers interested in sponsoring a community mural project. You can 
view Laurel’s projects at her web site: http://www.truemosaics.com/gmp.html. I welcome 
your comments or questions at karen_obrien520@yahoo.com. 

http://www.truemosaics.com/gmp.html
mailto:karen_obrien520@yahoo.com
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Anelisa Shamase (left) and Diane Mali (right) at a GLUN meeting in the UNICEF cafeteria in New York city. 

Welcome Anelisa and Diane! 
Simonetta Romano 

 
As the starting day for the 57th United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW-
57) approaches, the Grail Link to the United Nations team is enthusiastically working for 
welcoming the women and girls who will participate in the advocacy work that hundreds of 
NGOs – including The Grail – are  organizing during the commission. 
 
Much has been done and much needs to be done at the Grail in the Bronx to be ready for 
hosting a fantastic group of young and less young activists coming from many countries 
around the world, including Brazil, Germany, Canada, Uganda, and Mozambique, and others 
from the United States.  
 
This year, Grail members Anelisa Shamase, from South Africa, and Diane Mali, from Papua 
New Guinea, have joined the UN team as interns, and are helping with great enthusiasm 
and energy with all the work that needs to be done in preparation for the Grail 
participation in the commission.  
 
We warmheartedly welcome Anelisa and Diane, and wish them to have a very nurturing 
and inspiring experience during their internship with GLUN. Blessings on your journey in 
the USA! 
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From Anelisa Shamase: 
 
I'm Anelisa Siyathokoza Shamase, 21-year-old young woman from a township called 
KwaMashu in the wonderful country of South Africa. I'm currently doing my undergraduate 
studies in Geography and Environmental Management at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, 
Howard College Campus.  

I became a Grail member last year but have been working with Grail members for a couple of 
years and lived with a Grail member my whole life. 

I'm here in New York as an intern for the CSW-57 which is very exciting because although I'm 
doing environmental management, empowering girls is very close to my heart because I 
believe that girls have so much potential and have so much to offer the world if they are just 
given the chance, support and the push in the right direction to do so.  

What I'm hoping to learn from this internship are the different, innovative ways of 
empowering girls, hear about various initiatives and organizations around the world and 
their work on empowering young girls to be future leaders in whatever they wish to do. 
 
From Diane Mali: 
 
Diane Mali is my name and I’m 23 years of age. 

I’m a Diploma graduate student of Tourism & Hospitality Management and looking forward 
to doing my degree when I return to Papua New Guinea after the CSW-57. I am a young Grail 
member of Port Moresby, the capital city of PNG, where I currently reside and actively 
participate in our Grail meetings and church activities. 

My being here as an intern of the CSW-57 is the first and major event I’ve ever attended as a 
young Grail member of my country. 

The Bronx Grail has helped broaden my knowledge and gave a beautiful experience of how 
the Grail communicates and works together around the world to make it a better place for 
you and for me and the entire human race. 

Finally, I must say that I already gained some experiences this month and I’m looking forward 
and hoping for the next two months of the CSW-57 preparation to meet more of you, my Grail 
sisters, here in New York and if possible around the world, before I return to my island home, 
Papua New Guinea. 
 
Like a Tourist would say: “A BEAUTIFUL EXPERIENCE IS WORTH MY TRAVEL” 
 

Tenk Yu na mi hamamas long wok wantaim yupla olgeta. 
Translation: (Thank you and I’m very happy to work with you all.) 
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Grail Birthdays: March & April 

Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 
 

MARCH   

2 Rosa De Jesus Contreras 
2 Wendy Bayer 
2 Mary O'Brien 
4 Ruth Vargas 
5 Carolyn Gratton 
6 Mindy Burger 
7 Angele Coyle Smith 
7 Mary Hughes 
7 Claudia Yamasue 
9 Loretta Rokey 
10 Mary Farrell 
16 Patricia St. Onge 
18 Anne Hurley 
18 Judy Alves 
20 Maureen Tate 
20 Teresa Carter 
21 Maureen Laflin 
22 Sharon Wood 
24 Ruth Gallant 
24 Rose Mary Clark 
24 Nina Naberhaus 
25 Ann Marie Czyzewski 
26 Lenie Schaareman 
26 Wendy Budzynski 

27 Debora Schak 
27 Ellen Duell 
27 Jeanne Heiberg 
28 Ann Heidkamp 
28 Nancy Cooney 
31 Carol Siemering 
 

APRIL   
3 Una Mae Hargrave 
6 Alice Kelly 
7 Barbara Gibbons 
9 Theresa Dardar 
10 Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky 
15 Ingrid Farnham 
17 Marian Lucas 
18 Donna Ambrogi 
18 Barbara Coleman 
18 Carole Spearin McCauley 
18 Marian Ronan 
20 Elise Gorges 
22 Bonnie Hendricks 
23 Hermine Glaser 
24 Frances Hebert 
25 Patricia Young 

 
 

International Grail Scam 
There is someone attempting to get money 
from Grail members internationally, on 
the premise that she is a Grail member 
named Christine/Kristine, temporarily 
stranded somewhere, enroute to the US. 
She has called Australia, Canada and the 
Bronx and Grailville. This is an elaborate 
scam that includes a faked email address 
for the international Grail secretariat, 
emails and phone calls. They ask for 
people by name and put a man on the line, 
who pretends to be a customs officer. If 
you should get a call like this, hang up. Do 
not respond, but call the national office. 
 

Member Mailing 
You should have received your 

annual member mailing, inclu-

ding the salmon Member List, 

your Member Giving Form and a 

request for a brief biography and 

photograph for a new Grail 

Directory. Please return your 

Member Giving Form by March 

15 and your bio to the national 

office as soon as possible. 


