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Gumbo 
~~ The Grail Connection ~ 

 

 

September 2012 
 

Introducing Carrie Bowling: 

Grail Membership and Outreach Coordinator 
My name is Carrie Bowling and I was recently hired as the full-time Membership and 
Outreach Coordinator for the Grail in the US. Since it may be some time before I have the 
privilege of meeting each of you in person, I wanted to let you know a bit about myself. 
I have a B.A. in International Studies from American University and I spent a semester 
abroad in Londonderry, Northern Ireland. There, I studied the history of the conflict and 
completed a minor in Peace and Conflict Resolution. With this passion for peace, I moved 
home to Ohio and started volunteering at the Dayton International Peace Museum. 
 
Through my work with the Peace Museum, I became aware of the Grail. Paul Deters, one of 
my fellow volunteers, mentioned that his mother, Virginia (Ginny) Deters, was a member. 
Ginny helped me to get in contact with Sharon Joslyn and Mary Kay Louchart at the 
Bronx center, to help the Peace Museum explore the process for recognition at the United 
Nations. Paul Deters and I stayed at the Bronx Center while we visited the UN.  It was an 
experience I will never forget. (Not long after, Ginny told me about the opening for the 
Membership and Outreach coordinator). 
 
And now, here I am. My faith has always told me that things happen for a reason. I was 
brought to the Grail for a purpose, and I hope to fulfill that purpose. There is still so much 
to learn about this wonderful organization! I was fortunate enough to visit Pilgrim Place 
just a few weeks ago, and I am planning on visiting other centers and circles. Emily Snyder, 
my predecessor, did such great work and I hope to build connections as well as she did. 
Thank you for all your efforts with outreach and membership; I look forward to meeting 
and talking with all of you. 
  

Visiting Visiting Visiting Visiting Pilgrim PlacePilgrim PlacePilgrim PlacePilgrim Place    

I had only been with The Grail for 
two short weeks before I found 
myself driving down the sunny 
coast of California to Claremont. I 
had just completed a week long 
peace leadership training in Santa 
Barbara and was on my way to 
Pilgrim Place to meet with the 
Grail members living there. The 
timing could not have been more 
perfect. I was supposed to be in 
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Preparing for the Commitment Ceremony, from left to right: Donna Ambrogi, 

Audrey Sorrento, Peggy Linnehan and Wendy Bayer 

California the same week that 
The Grail would be welcoming 
two new members, Virginia 

Bergfalk and Wendy Bayer. 
What an excellent opportunity 
to learn! Being so new to The 
Grail, I could not wait to see 
what the women at Pilgrim 
Place had in store for me.  
 
I arrived just as things were 
getting set up for the 
commitment ceremony. Tables 
were being set, wine bottles 
popped open, and an array of 
food set out. Before I could let 
my temptation to nibble take 
hold, the ceremony got 
underway. There was music, ritual and singing and afterward, we enjoyed a delicious 
dinner, where I was finally given an opportunity to socialize. I was laughing and bonding 
with these women before I knew it. It was a great way to be welcomed.  
 
Over the next two days, I sat down with members and discussed with them their views on 
membership –  how they first got involved with the Grail and how The Grail might involve 
future generations.  The women at Pilgrim Place were concerned about how they could 
attract more women to The Grail, especially the younger generations. They shared with me 
their passion to find women who want to change the world and how it could be possible to 
reach out to younger women.  
 
Some Grail members are currently bridging the generation gap by participating in the 
‘Napier Initiative.’ This is a local program that connects residents of Pilgrim Place with 
students at the colleges in Claremont. But this was not enough for the women at Pilgrim 
Place and they continued to brainstorm.  Someone suggested that The Grail must become 
allies with other organizations and movements in order to have successful outreach. The 
Grail members thought about ways to be active in issues that were important to them, and 
they came up with several ideas. They decided to become more involved with the 
environment, Human Trafficking, and The Dream Act (all issues extremely relevant to the 
region). By acting locally, engaging and partnering with likeminded organizations, The 
Grail members at Pilgrim Place believe they will be able to reach out to the younger 
community and connect passionate women to The Grail.  
 
The enthusiasm, insight, and eagerness to engage in all aspects of membership I found at 
Pilgrim Place were extremely motivating. What I heard from them was so helpful; I could 
not wait to get back to Loveland and get to work. But I must say, the hospitality I 
experienced from all the members was as warm as the California sunshine, and I could not 
be more grateful. Thank you all.  
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Marita Estor, Germany 

I met Eileen for the first time in 1956 in the International Training Centre de Tiltenberg in the 
Netherlands. She came on a Fulbright Scholarship for her studies and at the same time to get to 
know the international Grail. There she made her Grail commitment, becoming a nucleus 
member. During that year, Eileen, Joan Overboss and I looked for sites in France and 
Switzerland for having summer camps in the following year. When we stood in front of the 
cathedral of St. Therese in Lisieux , Eileen sighed: “If they had just stopped in time!” Her dry 
humour, realistic judgments and her openness for people and situations impressed me. It was 
clear for me, that high expectations were directed towards Eileen. After her return to the US, 
she was to follow Lydwine van Kersbergen as president of the Grail in the US. 
 
Years later, the General Assembly meeting at the Tiltenberg in 1967 elected Eileen as 
International President succeeding Magdalene Oberhoffer. I remember that this was the last 
direct election by a General Assembly in the presence of the Bishop of Haarlem. I met Eileen 
again in 1971 in Paris, were I could stay for a professional stage in the German Diplomatic 
Service in the International Secretariat. It was a lively, creative and very international 
community. The presidency of Eileen – and Maria de Lourdes as vice president – fell in a real 
difficult time, in which many changes occurred. The acceptance of Grail members of different 
life-choice was a process not without difficulties. Slowly some entities opened up to non-
Catholic members. And the number of Grail members from different national and cultural 
background increased. Professional work involvement gained its own value also by the 
opening up of the church towards “the world.” And the world was shaken by the Vietnam War, 
where Eileen’s brother as a Catholic was refused the status of conscientious objector and was 

Continued next page 

In Loving Memory: 

Eileen Marie Schaeffler 1927-2012 

Eileen Schaeffler, the former president of the Grail 
in the United States and the International Grail, died 
August 4 in New York City. She was born June 3, 
1927, in New York and described herself as coming 
from French-Irish-Swiss-German ancestry.  She 
attended Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School on 
a scholarship, and graduated cum laude from St. 
John’s University as Class Valedictorian with a B.A. 
degree in Social Sciences, in 1948.   
 
Eileen joined the Grail movement in 1946 through 
University contacts, and worked at Monica House in 
Brooklyn from 1946-1949.  After spending six 
months at Grailville in 1949, she returned to Monica 
House and to professional work in the field of child 
study for an adoption agency in New York until 
1952. 

Continued next page 
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Marita Estor, continued 

 heavily wounded, and the student’s rebellion that 
spread from Paris to many universities challenging all 
authorities. Eileen was the IP who had to release the 
highest number of nucleus members (44) from their 
oath, by which they had committed themselves for their 
whole life. Eileen didn’t feel comfortable with the French 
language and the environment there. Following the 1971 
IGA in Grailville, she stayed for the rest of her  
term of office in the US. 
 
Eileen then brought her rich international experience to 
the UN as representative of UFER, the “Fraternal Union 
of Peoples and Races.” (The Grail had been its co-founder 
in 1949). For years she fought for the sake of the 
Palestinians, against the Apartheid-Regime in South 
Africa and also often helped political  refugees 
personally. Most of the time she was working on her 
own, but inspired by the Grail’s commitment to justice 
and peace. Only in 1993, when the UN division on the 
advancement of women was transferred from Vienna to 
UN Headquarters in New York, the UN commitment 
revived in the Grail. We owe it to Eileen, that the Grail 
was officially recognized as NGO with consultative status 
with ECOSOC (Economic and Social Council). Eileen 
deeply enjoyed the celebration, we – then about 12 Grail 
women – organized in the UN Building in New York, 
thanking her for her long-lasting, competent and faithful 
UN commitment and work. Eileen continued still for 
years with this, which included her generous hospitality, 
which Teresa Wilson and I especially enjoyed many 
times, when we attended the CSW sessions. There we 
also met the “Politics and Spirituality” group, that had 
grown with the help and inspiration of Eileen and that 
made such a wonderful contribution not only to the 
advancement of women but also to the effective 
presence of the Grail in the New York region. 
 
In 2007 Teresa Wilson and I visited Eileen in her flat for 
the last time. Then the disease had not yet completely 
taken over. Much earlier Dorothy and Eileen had decided 
consciously to spend their old age in the vibrant – and 
often exhausting – city of New York, which for them 
meant, first of all, a spiritual presence of prayer and love. 
I’m deeply grateful for their witness and for Eileen’s 
friendship over so many years. 

In Loving Memory, continued 
Then her path took her to 
Detroit to help initiate the 
Gateway Community Service 
Center from 1952 to 1955, 
involved in cultural, social, 
economic and liturgical efforts 
to develop a sense of 
community in an interracial 
neighborhood.  During that 
time she took courses at 
Wayne University which 
backed her application for a 
Fulbright Scholarship. 
 
She was awarded a Fulbright 
scholarship for 15 months 
(1955-56) to study efforts at 
developing community in 
Europe with a special 
emphasis on social planning in 
the Netherlands, programs of 
international development in 
Paris, and international social 
work in Rome. During this 
period, Eileen participated in 
the Grail training program at 
the Tiltenberg, where she 
made her dedication as a 
Nucleus member on November 
1, 1956. 
 
When she returned to the U.S. 
she joined the staff of the Grail 
international student center in 
New York.  In 1957, Lydwine 
von Kersbergen appointed 
Eileen national vice-president 
of the Grail in the U.S., with 
primary concern for 
geographical expansion and 
development of fields of 
action—this involved 
continuous travelling in the 
U.S. and Canada. 

Continued next page 
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There will be a Requiem Mass for Eileen on 

Thursday, September 13, at 9:30 a.m at the 

Mary Manning Walsh Nursing Home chapel 

located at 1339 York Avenue, in New York 

City.  

 

On Sunday, September 23, at 3 p.m., there 

will be a gathering at the Cornwall Grail 

Center for a time of prayer and 

remembrance of Eileen, and a ceremony at 

the newly prepared Memorial Garden, to 

honor Eileen’s request to have her ashes 

buried at Cornwall. For additional 

information, call Joy Garland at (212) 673-

6732 or email, Joy.Garland@verizon.net 

In Loving Memory, continued 
In 1962, she was named president of the 
Grail in North America for a five-year 
term and in 1964 became a member of 
the International Advisory Board and 
the following year was named to the 
International Board. 
 
Eileen was elected International 
President of the Grail in 1967, with 
Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo as Vice-
President, and she made the 
International Secretariat in Paris, 
France, her headquarters during her 
term in office from 1967 until 1971.  
Her travels and responsibilities took her 
around the world to wherever Grail 
teams were established. 
 
In 1975, she was appointed Director of the Women’s Bureau in Region V, of the U.S. 
Department of Labor in Chicago. Returning to New York after retiring from the Women’s 
Bureau, Eileen developed her relationships with the United Nations Non-Governmental 
Organizations where she was the Vice President for Social Development Projects for UFER 
(Union Fraternelle entre les Races et les Peuples).  Raymond Martineau, Secretary General 
of UFER, notes, “As UFER representative, she was very active in the 1970s in the struggle 
against apartheid and in supporting the efforts of the liberation movements of Angola and 
Mozambique together with Grail members in Portugal and South Africa.  In the 80s, she 
worked for the Division for Palestinian Rights of the United Nations.  She was assigned to 
the section dealing with relations with civil society organizations. She used to come to 
Geneva for an annual meeting of the NGOs on the question of Palestine.” 

Terry Marshall, with Joy Garland 

Brasil 

Dear Grail friends in USA, 
 
We send our condolences for the passing of  
Eileen. We are sure that she is in the 
presence of God with other Grail sisters. 
 
Receive our love and prayers. 
Nádia 
The Grail in Brazil 

UFER 

Magda Van Malder, former Secretary 
General of UFER, with whom I have 
just talked, asked me to convey her 
deepest sympathy to you and to 
Eileen's family.  She knew Eileen quite 
well and has collaborated with her for 
many years.  Monique Costermans who 
represented UFER in Geneva for many 
years also sends her heartfelt 
sympathy. 
 
Greetings 
Raymonde Martineau, UFER 
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Netherlands and Belgium 

Dear Joy, Dorothy and all the Grail members in USA 
 

We are sad to know that Eileen Schaeffler passed away, but 
we believe strongly that she has been welcomed in the 

hands of God.  
 

It is lovely that you could still celebrate her 85th birthday in 
June. 

 
I remember her since long times as a great and very gentle 

woman, working with a deep conviction and a peaceful 
mind at UFER and the United Nations. 

 
We pray for her and you  and wish you strength in these 

difficult moments. 
 

Didine Petit 
on behalf of the Grail in the Netherlands and Belgium 

Tanzania 

Dear Grail community, family and 
friends. 

We regret at the news received that 
Eileen has passed away on the 4th 
August. We new that she was sick 
for a long time, in fact death was 
the only the way to release her 
from all the sufferings she went 
through. We are very grateful to 
God who showed Eileen the best 
way to serve Him through the Grail, 
It was real a blessing to our Grail 
community. In Tanzania, she will 
be remembered, that she visited us 
at her early time of being the 
International President in the 
1970s. 

She motivated and encouraged the 
Tanzania Grail to love our call by 
Christ in the Grail. We shall Pray 
for her and we are sure that she 
will pray for us all. 

May she rest in peace and join all 
the saints to worship and praise 
our God - Alleluya 

Yours Grail RAU 

Imelda Gaurwa. 

Australia 

May God rest Eileen's soul in peace and 
she is in our prayers. 
God bless you lots. 
 
Valentine Mukuria, PhD. 
Macquarie University, Australia 

Anna Boekstegen, Association 

Fraternelle Internationale 
"I have many fond souvenirs of Eileen. 
The last time I was with her for a few 
days was when Mother Theresa died 
(1997).  She was not so well at that time 
but no sign of Alzheimers as I remember.  
She  was such a generous, dedicated 
person,  concerned about women and 
open to international justice and peace 
issues!  I give thanks for her life and her 
death brought her into the heart of God." 
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Kate Twohy 
At whatever stage of the aging process we may be......at whatever fullness of life we may be 
experiencing when all our powers are evident and whatever combination of sacrifice and joy reside in 
our life, I will testify that while all the gifts and talents of Eileen have been admirably mentioned,  I 
would like to call attention to the capacity to accept her diminishments.  What I observed in her was an 
apparent conviction which bent her towards what the mystics call "the dark night" and she responded 
as she could to a long journey of diminishment.  What I learned from hours with her, was that at the 
height of her gifts and contributions, she experienced that purgation which separates ordinary mortals 
from the holy.    

May we all respond in faith as the powers we have taken for granted are assuredly removed,  as our 
future holds the vision of powerlessness while our faith keeps reminding us what is implied in the 
words, "I believe; help my unbelief.” 

My spiritual brother, Thomas Merton was close to the truth: 

"When in the soul of the serene disciple 

With no more Fathers to imitate 

Poverty is a success,  

It is a small thing to say the roof is gone 

He has not even a house. 

Here you will find 

Neither a proverb nor a memorandum. 

There are no ways, 

No methods to admire 

Where poverty is no achievement. 

His (her) God lives in his (her) emptiness like an affliction. 

What choice remains?” 

I prefer my ending to this poem: 
To observe the choice made by a sister 
To realize that choice is then taken away 
To witness faith, stark in its response 
Deeply and personally unique to her 
To stand in awe as the journey is enacted 
To dwell in memory of another key chapter 
And to welcome the mystery of a God 
Who takes our Yes and turns it to union. 

Your most hidden years are known to us, Eileen.   Your Good Friday is now the Easter of promises 
kept. 

Blessings for your care of a decade, Dorothy Rasenberger, without precedent in these greedy times, 
sister to the end. 

Joy Garland...a blessing to Eileen and now so specially to Dorothy. 

I am proud of Eileen and proud that this journey might bring seeds of new life to our Grail presence in 
the world, in faith-filled and meaningful response to what has called us always. 
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Mary Gene Devlin 

This is a moment to gather our gratitude for Eileen Schaeffler’s life as we tell our stories of 
experiences to create a beautiful bouquet to place upon the altar of the Grail.  Mine are two 
sets of memories. The first is from the summer of 1962 when I was an intern at Grailville. I 
was awed by the numbers of women, some coming home from their international service in 
places like Africa, some continuing their Year School life, some attending retreats or 
working on the film New Born Again. And in the midst of this was the tall, quietly 
commanding figure of Eileen, at that time the National President of the Grail in the United 
States. One day, there was a special meal in honor of something Asian I think. I remember at 
each place was a figure of a swan.  Someone took me to the head table and told me to sit 
opposite Eileen. I was nervous, and answered her questions about my background, and 
tried to be on my best behavior. Towards the end of the meal, Eileen smiled at me and said 
very quietly something like, “I knew there was something about you that I liked…your being 
born in Brooklyn explains it!” Something like that you remember for a long time! 

The second memory is meeting Eileen at Cornwall weekends over the years. Her years of 
national and international presidencies were over. She was in her time in New York, doing, 
among other things, the work Simonetta mentions at the UN. I loved being in a small group 
with her, because she listened carefully and when she spoke, it was obvious that she had 
thought about what she was saying. In what may have been the last time I met her there, 
again in a small group, she expressed her difficulty remembering things and how hard that 
was, but her face lit up when she said that she could still sing and remember the music, and 
that she felt so much joy in the group she sang with.  

I think Eileen’s greatness is expressed in the early experiences Anne Mercier tells about, in 
her service in the difficult positions of national and international presidencies, in her 
moments of acceptance of a young woman’s first experience with the Grail, and in her 
struggle with what was happening to her in her aging years. What a Grail woman she has 
been! Blessed be Eileen.  

Thanks to Joy and Dorothy and all.  

Eileen with Ruda Mohammed and Sunku Ratiki 

(Nigerian delegation to the U.N.) involved in UFER 

program of collaboration with African women 

resident in N.Y. 

Vivian Corres 

We stand on the shoulders of our 
ancestors as these ancestors were 
supported by people like Dorothy 
and Joy and many others!! 
 
Blessings and good courage and 
love to all who have honored 
Eileen! 
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Thelma Awori 

I am really sad to hear of the loss of 
Eileen. She was always there for the Grail 
Movement and represented us well in so 
many events at the UN when I was there. 
Thank you, Dorothy and Joy, for being 
real sisters to her when she needed you 
most. We are so grateful for all of her life 
that she shared with us. May her Soul 
rest in Eternal Peace. 

Barbara Troxell  

What a gift Eileen was to all of us over the years.  My memories of her especially include 
our serving together on a Grailville long range planning group in the 1980s and early 
1990s.  God's peace is with her now always.  Great gratitude for you, Joy and Dorothy, for 
your accompaniment of her in these years. 

Trina Paulus  

Thank you Joy, we are coming to 
the end of an era of giants on 
whose shoulders we ride. 

Maureen Tate 

It was sad to open my email this morning and learn of Eileen's passing.  What a blessing 
she was to the Grail and I'm happy she was blessed with a peaceful death.  It has been 
wonderful to read others' memories of this great lady.  I, too, was intimidated by Eileen 
when I was young in the Grail.  She was always so thoughtful and articulate.  She had 
such a wonderful mind but a big heart as well.  My first opportunity to work with Eileen 
was when I served as coordinator of the GA '93 planning team.  I was nervous because 
Eileen had so much Grail experience and I still felt very inexperienced in Grail years.  
Eileen was so affirming and encouraging that I soon lost any inhibition and thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience of our team work together. We had one particular sticky 
situation that arose in the course of the meeting and I remember going to Eileen with my 
feelings of anxiety and indecision and I was so grateful to be able to tap her wisdom.  She 
gave me the confidence to trust my instincts and she assured me of her support.  I 
treasure that moment of growing up in the Grail.   
 
In later years, I experienced Eileen's honesty and grace in facing the challenges of aging.  
Her passion, wisdom, voice and commitment to the Grail's vision live on in so many of us 
that she influenced.  What a privilege it was to know her as a Grail sister. 

Mary Hughes 
Just now as I scrolled down my messages 
and came to Maureen's mentioning Eileen, I 
knew in my heart that the message would 
say that she was gone to God. I was grateful 
that her long journey of illness was over and 
that the fully alive Eileen was able to be with 
those who went before us. I said a brief 
prayer to her and then opened the message. 
 
I first met Eileen on a cold February day in 
the late sixties at Grailville and realized then 
that none of her words were empty. Every 
word she said was important. Later on I 
enjoyed reading various articles she had 
written and hearing her speak on various 
occasions. May the Angels lead her into 
paradise. 



Gumbo 9-2012 

The Grail Page 10 of 23 September 2012 

Alexa Kane 

The Grail group moved into the house just a block from us in Detroit (like a Godsend)..!  
Joan Overboss, Eileen, and several other 'heroic women' of the Grail became our 
neighbors and parishioners.  Our lives eventually changed in many directions. Even our 
mother was involved in “Family Service Projects." 
 
Eileen, Joan Overboss, Lydwine van Kersbergen and so many special women of the Grail, 
were there at times. I was still in High School at 'Girls' Catholic Central.'  My senior thesis 
was on “The Task of Women in the Modern World,” by Janet Kalven (a Grail publication).  
The story is long and involved - I stayed at the Gateway for a while - involved with the 
Co-op, the programs, etc., but eventually I went to Philadelphia to be part of the Family 
Service Program. 
 
At the Philadelphia Center for a few years, I participated in the programs and helped 
with many things.  We had a Folk Dancing Group and 'High School Girls' group which I 
was a part of.  One Open House, I was being a hostess for a talk sponsored by the Grail.  “I 
belong where I am needed,” with Elizabeth Reid.  Veronica Forbes assigned me to 'take 
care of' a young man from LaSalle University.  I did, and he is still my husband, and we 
have 6 children and 13 grandchildren.  All as a result of the Grail, especially Eileen, Joan 
Overboss, and all those spectacular women and their influence in my life. Eileen never 
forgot me over the years - I was amazed at her memory. Thank you, Dorothy and Joy for 
caring so lovingly for Eileen – may she continue to guide us all. 

Mary Farrell  
Thank you for letting us know 
this news and also for the long 
committed and faithful care 
that you and Dorothy have 
given to Eileen for so many 
years!  I have many memories 
of her.  During her days as 
National and International 
President, she inspired me as 
she spoke of what the Grail 
was doing around the world.  I 
learned from others of her 
creative involvement getting 
UFER started and using it 
effectively.   Most delightful 
was her joy in participating 
with Lynn, Angela and all the 
other singers in creating A 

Women's Celebration of Chant 

and Harmony.  I am glad you 
and Dorothy were able to sing 
her home.  May she rest in 
peace and may we continue to 
be guided by her spirit. 
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Mieneke Hage 

It is sad to see one of us go, but she was ready to go and I am grateful to know she died 
peacefully. 

I had known Eileen’s name many years before we actually met for the first time in 1999. 
Speaking Dutch to me was a great pleasure to her and reminded her of her time in the 
Netherlands. 

I feel privileged in having been able to meet her many times during the 3 years I lived in 
the USA: she had so much wisdom to share with us. 

Her strong ties to the United Nations were clear.  

Thank you to those who took care of her so lovingly when it was needed: I am thinking 
especially of Dorothy and Joy. 

May she rest in peace. 

Joyce Minkler 
I rejoice that Eileen is "free 
at last."  She was a great and 
wonderful woman who 
inspired me from my 
earliest days in the Grail. 
May she now be at peace 
and her wisdom available to 
us in new ways. Thank you, 
Joy and Dorothy, for your 
loving care of Eileen. 

Simonetta Romano 

Dear Joy, 
My thoughts and prayers go to Eileen, whose dining chair I am sitting on – literally – 
while writing this message, and whom I remember with great respect for her keen 
intelligence, knowledge, and experience. We owe her a lot, including the fact that we are 
in a consultative status at the UN, which allows The Grail's voice – together with the 
voices of other organizations that care about women and social justice – to be heard in 
the making of policies that affects millions of women and girls.  
 
Eileen certainly cared about transforming the world, and I am proud to be part of a 
movement that has her as a member in life and death as well. She is more than before in 
the Communion of Saints that I feel supported by while working for keeping The Grail 
promise of transformation alive in the world. 
 
My thoughts and prayer go to you, Joy, and Dorothy Rasenberger for all you two have 
done over the years, to take care of Eileen, with patience and dedication.  

Anne Mercier 

Eileen has been very special in my life from her first days at 
the Gateway, The Detroit Center--a storefront center very 
active in a fast changing neighborhood of the old city.  
Exciting programs, bookstore, and cultural activities--Eileen 
was a strength for Joan Overboss (The Dutch Grail member 
who came to Detroit to work on the line at Fords and to begin 
a Grail Center).  She sang cooked and organized.  Those were 
daring days. We learned at the grassroots what building 
community meant.  Eileen has been a precious gift. May she 
continue to help us out over the rough spots. 
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Diana Hayes 
I am so sorry but also rejoice for Eileen's peaceful passing 

and the grace of her having two of her sisters with her. I 

have many fond memories of her and visiting her in her NY 

apartment. She has blessed the Grail in so many ways. 

Carol Skyrm  
Thank you for sharing this important news… 
 
Eileen introduced me to the Grail, but not for some years!  
We met in a group of women advocating for the cause of 
Palestinian women in the Middle East, in 1983, and became 
good friends.  Eileen would share her wise advice about 
careers and love and other life struggles; I remember her 
inviting me and my mother (once when she was visiting me 
in NY) to have a drink in the Delegates' Lounge at the UN so 
my mother could see a little of that rarified world.  It must 
have been at least 7-8 years later that she finally told me 
about the Grail – apparently she needed to have friends and 
a life that didn't involve the Grail at that time.  But she 
invited me to the Politics and Spirituality group, and after 
"hanging around" for another 7-8 years, I finally joined the 
Grail in April 1999. 
 
Eileen was an inspiration and a mentor; she loved to tell me 
about her travels around the world when she was 
International President of the Grail.  She also mentioned 
being courted by Lee Iaccoca when she was in Detroit - but 
not interested.  She had "kitten hips" and attracted men, she 
said, because she wasn't available.  She had made a 
commitment to the Grail, and she kept it all her life. 
 
I so admire Joy and Dorothy who have kept their 
commitment to Eileen and have watched out for her, visited 
her so often, and made arrangements for her well-being. 
What devoted sisters you have been – thank you!  Eileen will 
always be my beacon and doorway to the Grail, and I am 
deeply grateful to her for all she has done for the Grail 
sisterhood. I hope she is singing again in a heavenly choir of 
working-class folks, everyone in solidarity. 

Eileen Schaeffler with Dorothy Rasenberger 
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In Loving Memory: 

Angela Miller/Margaret Bisel, 1930-2012 
 

Margaret Esther Mary (Angela) Miller was born 

October 16, 1930, in Cleveland, Ohio, and the family 

was living in Flint, Michigan, when she came to the 

Year School at Grailville in 1948.  She made her 

dedication in the Nucleus of the Grail on April 10, 

1953.   

 

While she was at Grailville she was known as 

“Angela” and was an integral part of the music 

program, composing and performing as well as 

directing the choir. 

 

In 1961, her life’s path changed; she married and had 

a son, Moses, and developed her talents in 

administration and working with young people.  An 

article from an Eaton County, Michigan, newspaper 

has this headline:  “Maggie Bisel:  Interest in the 

quality of life motivates her to produce change.”  She 

worked at Meadowview School for the trainable 

mentally impaired and developed a student bakery, 

got the Lucky Suns 4-H program underway as well as 

a 4-H horseback riding program.  “Maggie is a soft-spoken lady, gentle in her demeanor, 

and careful not to offend.  She puts forth her ideas with enthusiasm and obvious pleasure, 

but quietly.  Her manner of producing change is tactful and diplomatic but steady.”  She and 

her husband, Mel Bisel, were also involved with the Eaton Intermediate School District’s 

adult handicapped program.  The article closed with this plaudit:  “A new idea will probably 

be born within the next few months in the brain of Maggie Bisel, and as a result, the lives of 

those people her idea touches will be enriched.” 

 

Angela became involved again in the Grail in the 1980s.  It was a joy to have her 

participation in the 1984 Grail Reunion at Grailville and then in 1994 she was part of the 

group with Lynn Malley and 17 other Grail members from around the country that made 

the CD A Women’s Celebration of Chant and Harmony.   Angela also participated in several 

national gatherings after reinstating her Grail membership.   

Terry Marshall 
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Mary Farrell 
Angela Miller was for many years little more to me than a name attached to some 

lovely hymns and a musical foremother at Grailville.  That changed in the summer of 

1994 when she returned to Grailville to work with Lynn Malley and the rest of us 

“Grail Singers” to produce A Women’s Celebration of Chant and Harmony.  The week 

we all spent together to accomplish that task provided a revelation of 

Angela/Maggie’s beautiful voice and her dedication to accomplish the project.  Her joy 

at returning to Grailville was deep and infectious.  Many in the group had known her 

during her tenure as Music Director at Grailville, so her time when we weren’t singing 

was in demand for reconnection.   When she came back, however, for the 

extraordinary GA in 2005 and for subsequent National Gatherings she shared herself 

as a complex, delightful musical [!] person whom I was privileged to begin to know.  

She left a tremendous legacy to the Grail that lives on after her.  See, for instance Carol 

Siemering’s poem, printed on the back of the CD insert, reflecting on the impact of 

chant in her life and dedicated to Angela, her “Grandmother-in-chant.” 

 

Eva Fleischner 
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Kate Twohy 
 Angela as we knew her was a marvel.   She was the first person I ever heard whose voice 

could move me beyond words.....her voice as she directed a singing fest at Sunday brunch, 

or as she brought a schola to new heights at the liturgy, and even as she walked the 

grounds singing some new or old melody. 

I had only the Year School to know her....much too short a time.  

With my limited singing apparatus, I volunteered for the larger singing group as we made 

our first record.. ADVENT and CHRISTMAS ...shivering in the unheated canning kitchen for 

recording, a place long used by the bookstore and now housing Grailville staff offices. 

 We sang in any other place at Grailville where the acoustics were suitable.  I was eager to 

do my best with a voice that needed subsequent years of practice.  One day she just stopped 

and started laughing ...and that great ironic smile came to her face as she addressed me… 

(paraphrasing her) she suggested that I was more acceptable for my enthusiastic face than 

for my voice, but she thanked me for the eager efforts.  I was not a bit downcast and just 

kept trying!!! 

Angela, Margaret, we are in your debt for lifting our spirits.  We worked hard in those days, 

physically and at the task of conversion, and I thank you for sharing your great talent in our 

wonderful moments of song, 

 

Alice Antoinette Drefchinski 

When I first went to Grailville in 1954, Angela Miller (as she was then known) was in 

charge of the Music Center. Sheila McKennzie was her main assistant. I am forever grateful 

to them and the Dutch Grail member Lydia Muldans, who was then at Grailville, for a love 

and appreciation of Gregorian chant! After 12 years in Catholic school with only the “Oh 

Lord I am Not Worthy” type hymns and the dreary way the average parish choir sang the 

“Dies Irae” for a funeral mass, I felt I had at last experienced what heavenly music would be 

like! 

After several years at Grailville and obtaining an RN, I went to Brazil for three years. My 

companion, Mary Alice Duddy (may she rest in peace), brought along a battery-run record 

player and a record with Gregorian chant. Whenever we played that record all the 

neighborhood children, even the pre-teen and teenagers, would say they loved listening to 

the angels singing. Angela Miller and the other members of the Music Center in the mid 

1950s gave me that joy!  

Angela was the person responsible for the first Grailville musical record– the Grailville 

Advent and Christmas recording. I was given the task of assisting the men who recorded 

those songs. They felt she should be a professional. This is intended as a tribute to Angela. 
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Grailville at the Loveland Farmers MarketGrailville at the Loveland Farmers MarketGrailville at the Loveland Farmers MarketGrailville at the Loveland Farmers Market    
Bonnie Hendricks 

Grailville is a vendor in the local Loveland Farmers Market this year!  Every Tuesday 
afternoon Mary Lu Lageman, Terry Marshall, John Howland and I take excess produce 
from both the kitchen garden and EarthShares CSA down the hill to join over two dozen 
other vendors in historic old town Loveland.  In addition to whatever yummy fresh produce 
we have from the gardens, we are always flush with Grailville literature, including info 
about upcoming programs, and a special table featuring John and his vermicompost (worm 
castings).  Here are a few reasons why Tuesday has become my favorite day of the week, 
and why it’s so exciting to have Grailville participating in the Market this year: 

• Hearing yet one more person exclaim “Aha! I always wondered what Grailville was!” 
alongside the steady stream of friends, both old and new who regularly drop by. 

• Watching as John patiently explains to children (of all ages), drawn in by a large 
image of a worm hanging from our tent, about vermicomposting. 

• The woman who quietly slipped into the tent, quickly looked around and just as 
quickly selected tomatoes, then barely above a whisper said, “Thank you. This place 
was very important to me a long time ago and I just needed to buy something from 
you” … she was gone before we could even ask her name. 
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• The sense of community among the vendors; most palpable in the midst of visits by 
both the Ohio Department of Agriculture and county health inspectors in recent 
weeks. (As a produce vendor we’ve been fine, but as soon as a knife so much as 
touches a vegetable it leaves a quagmire of rules and regulations in its wake and a 
few of our market-neighbors haven’t fared as well.) 

• Knowing that we are adding to the community’s access to local, fresh, organic 
produce. (Grailville is the only certified organic vendor in the market.)  And 
introducing people to veggies they aren’t familiar with – I love watching Terry share 
cooking tips and recipes and Mary Lu explaining about planting pawpaw trees 
(Ohio’s native fruit). 

If you happen by Loveland on a Tuesday afternoon, come see us at the Market! 

 

 
  

 

 

Home, Family, BelongingHome, Family, BelongingHome, Family, BelongingHome, Family, Belonging    
Nicky Westrick 

Last May, I had the great fortune to travel to Australia through work.  I attended the 
International Society for Magnetic Resonance in Medicine (ISMRM) annual conference, 
though that's not what this writing is about; thank you Procter & Gamble. 
 
This was my first visit to Australia.  I loved Melbourne – walking in the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, watching the boys rowing on the Yarra River and sitting at a little cafe in the Block 
Arcade for lunch while it rained. 
 
With less than a month of Grail membership under my belt, I was thrilled to meet up with 
the Melbourne Grail.  Marian Schwab and Bonnie Hendricks were kind and persistent in 
helping me make connections before my trip.   
 
Genny Grabau and Carol Webb met me at my hotel downtown one evening, and we took 
the Collins St. Tram to a Thai restaurant for dinner in a newly gentrified neighborhood; 
thank you Melbourne Grail.  I just loved spending time with them.  Genny is very sweet. 
Meeting her was like peering through a window into the essence of Melbournian life.  I 
learned that the Melbourne Grail community is aging and much of the focus in 
communication is on caring for older members.   
 
Carol is wonderful.  I'll say more about her in a second.  She meets one of the older 
members every Sunday at St. Francis' Church.  I took refuge there from a walk in the rain, 
joining the lunch crowd for recitation of the rosary.  When we were finished, a Vietnamese 
woman sitting next to me touched my shoulder and said "Have a blessed weekend, despite 
the cold and rain," hugging herself as she spoke.  I smiled, said thank you, and cried.  It felt 
like God's hand on my shoulder telling me I was home.  I thought, wow, I didn't need to 
travel 36 hours to Australia just to find home. I remembered Jesus' words to his mother, 
"Didn't you know that you would find me in my father's house?" 
 
I joined a Zen sitting on another evening.  After my lesson with Genny and Carol, I traveled 
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Melbourne, Australia, 2012. Photo by Nicky Westrick 

by tram, getting a little lost walking on the dark streets.  But after arriving safely, found 
loving community in the Melbourne Zen Group who happens to share common lineage with 
Fr. AMA Samy.  We recited the Song of Zazen, and I was transported to the Grailville 
Oratory with Fr. AMA sitting before me.   

“How sad that people ignore the near 
And search for truth afar: 
Like someone in the midst of water 
Crying out in thirst” 

 
Carol graciously asked me to join a dinner party at her house mid-week.  Again, she came 
all the way downtown to meet me, not wanting me to struggle with traveling in the city by 
myself.  We took the train this time to her home in East Brunswick.  I enjoyed her lovely 
gardens and meeting her friends.  Her housemate made this fabulous dinner.  It was 
wonderful.  Actually I still feel a bit indebted to them for their hospitality and a little 
frightened of that big Australian spider on the ceiling that they assured me was harmless.  I 
learned something - I learned of the importance and blessing of being invited and inviting 
others into one's home.  I want to do that more often. 
 
After returning to the US, I had a work visitor from China.  No, I didn't invite her to my 
home, but instead to my piano recital.  She was so grateful, and I was, too, to have an 
audience.  Just remembering to open my life to others...  it's a good lesson from Carol and 
Genny.  I was grateful to experience family half-way across the world; thank you Grail. 
A friend recently shared an article with me by Brother David Steindl-Rast.  He asks: 

“How big is our family?  How wide is the reach of our belonging?  Can we 
stretch it to the furthest reaches of God’s household?  Will our care and 
concern stretch to embrace all members of this Earth Household — humans, 
animals, plants, whom we now still consider strange?  The survival of all of us 
may well depend on our answer.” 

(The quote is drawn from http://www.gratefulness.org/readings/dsr_BigFamily.htm) 
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Hope for the Flowers Turns 40! 
by Una McGurk 

September will mark a major milestone for longtime 

Grail member, Trina Paulus. It is the beginning of the 

year-long 40th Anniversary celebration of Trina’s book 

Hope for the Flowers. Hope has become a classic story 

enjoyed by people of all ages, cultures and backgrounds. 

It is currently available in print in English, Spanish, 

Korean, Japanese, Chinese, Thai and Russian with 

several other languages in the works, such as French, 

Hebrew, Arabic, German and Farsi. As Hope turns 40 

years old, the story will be coming of age and released 

in digital formats on e- readers such as the Amazon 

Kindle, KOBO, iPad, and B&N Nook. More news to come 

 . . .  www.hopefortheflowers.org  

 

 

 

 

Grail and Grailville Thank Generous Donors 

The Grail and Grailville recently received a generous grant from the Kalliopeia Foundation 

and we want to thank all of the foundations, organizations and companies whose kindness 

has allowed us to welcome new staff, explore and offer innovative programing, renovate 

buildings and trails, and build the Grail. We are grateful to: 

 

Kalliopeia Foundation 

National Endowment for the Arts 

Ohio Arts Council 

Artswave 

Ohio Farm Bureau of Clermont County 

Ohio Farm Bureau of Hamilton County 

Xavier University 

Loveland Farmers’ Market 

Greener Stock 

Women Farm 

Green B.E.A.N. Delivery 

Whole Foods Mason 

Findlay Market 

Alamo Electronics 

Christian Moerlein Lagers & Ales 

Ohio Ecological Food & Farm Association 

Southwest Ohio Ecological Food & Farm 

Association 

Adrian Durbin Florist 
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Front row: Joana (Portugal), Flavia (Brazil), Joy (South Africa), Joy (USA), Janaina,(Brazil). Back Row: Ruth (South Africa), 

Robin (USA/Belgium), Marta (Mozambique),Josefine (Uganda), Mariana (Portugal), Celeste (Mozambique), Kate (USA), 

Karen (USA), Ine (Netherlands), Patrícia (Portugal/Belgium) 

30–55 Gathering in Golegã Portugal    
Joy France and Kate Devlin 

 
The air is dry, the sky is piercing blue, and our eyes try to adjust to the sun reflecting off the 

whitewash stucco walls of the Grail house and terrace.  The Golegã Grail Center is lovely, 

welcoming and oh so Grail.  Mix the House of Joy, and the Phoenix with olives, figs, peaches, 

whitewash stucco, gracious Portuguese women and there you have it!  

 

We gathered for a week of sharing hopes, dreams, obstacles, and opportunities of the Grail 

now and in the future. Women from eight countries were present: Brazil, Belgium, 

Mozambique, the Netherlands, Portugal, South Africa, Uganda, and USA.  An “Open Space” 

format was used, which provided plenty of time for small group discussions.  The 

discussions were enlightening and productive with a wide range of topics including: The 

Work of the Centers; Sustainability and Growing the Grail; The Nucleus; Finances; Caring 

for the Elders; Grail Student Exchange; The Environment; The Arts in the Grail; Spirituality 

and Intergenerational Communication and Story Sharing. There were threads that 

continued through all our discussions of how to increase international communication, 

work with language barriers, increase growth in the use of technology, and wanting to use 

our experience in working with diversity as a strength in all of our projects.  In between 

our discussions there was laughter, singing, great food, sharing of reading material, 
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Clockwise, from the top Kate Devlin, Josephine Nakagolo (Uganda), Patricia 

Camisao (Portugal), Joy France, Ruth Bruintjies (South Africa) and  Joy 

Talliard (South Africa) building a Grail cup from papier mache, a project 

participants did in progression throughout the week to symbolize 

constructing a Grail of the future. Photo by Karen O’Brien. 

translations, a hike to a natural preserve, and visits to Fatima and to the monastery in 

Tomar, built by the Knights Templar in the 12th century. 

 

On the last day of the program we gathered the ideas that have people and energy to move 

them forward.  

 

Some of those ideas included;  

• Holding an International Grail Arts Retreat (maybe in South Africa) 

• International Grail Student Exchange 

• A Display of the International Grail in conjunction with the Crèche Display at 

Grailville 

• A Facebook Page to continue exchanging ideas, photos, and video clips 

• Language tutoring in English and Portuguese 

• Exploring developments in technology and communication 

 

The enthusiasm from the women 

was inspiring.  It became clear 

that the work of the International 

Grail is alive and well. Our 

gathering helped us to understand 

that we have a strong desire to 

find new paths for sharing ideas.  

The International dimension of 

the Grail is a rare gift for all of us.      
 

The most important aspect of the 

gathering was the inspiration of 

being with Grail women who 

share the desire to be co-creators 

of a more beautiful and just world. 

We came together to share 

language, culture, faith and ideas.  

We opened our view from the 

Grail we know and love to new faces of the Grail that inspire us with new dreams and 

perspectives. We learned to say “Yes!” to the Grail in new ways. 

 

We cannot miss the opportunity to express our deep gratitude for our wonderful 

Portuguese Hosts and the planners of the meeting: Patricia Camisao, Portugal/Belgium, 

Mariana Curado Malta, Portugal, Karen Rushen O’Brien, USA, and Robin Sclafani, 

USA/Italy/Belgium. 
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Visiting with Old Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grail Birthdays: September & October 
Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER      
6 Joy France 
7 Lucy Jones 
8 Sheila Nader 
8 Emily Thomas 
8 Virginia Deters 
9 Frances McLaughlin 
9 Rebecca Kremer Hill 
9 Carolyn Vadala 
10 Martha Heidkamp 
11 Shellie Owens 
12 Anne Mercier 
18 Cay Charles 
20 Alexa Kane 
20 Joyce Asfour 
23 Teresa Wilson 
26 Mary Emma Kuhn 

26 Pamela Cobey 
27 Monica Erler 
27 Audrey Sorrento 
30 Ann Burke 
30 Megan Monteleone- 
 Morrison 
OCTOBEROCTOBEROCTOBEROCTOBER 
1 Duanne Welsch 
1 Jody Grundy 
2 Margaret Kane 
4 Lin Jacobs 
4 Nancy Traer 
5 Mary Kay Louchart 
6 Jean Kearns 
6  Emilia Thomas 
7 Mary Bohlen 
8 Helen Davis 

9 Peg Linnehan 

12 Kay King Jakob 
13 Mary Ann Neuman 
13 Rita Ponessa 

16 Margaret Bisel 
16 Frances Martin 

16 Lyllis Ling 

17 Sharon Joslyn 

23 Jeanne Daniher 
23 T. Rose Holdcraft 
24 Angie Loecke 

24 Debra Lambo 

25 Bernice Belair Sisson 

25 Maria De Groot 
26 Roberta Gill 

  27  Jada Semidey-Green 

While International Leadership Team member Christa 

Werner was in the US for the ILT meeting in Boston in July, 

she took time to visit old friends in the northeast. Top, 

Alice Gallagher, Christa Werner, Joyce Minkler, Cay 

Charles. Left, Christa and Joyce visit with Ruth Chisholm 
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Grail Member Giving, January 1-August 31, 2012 

152 Grail members have contributed $84,337.86 thus far this year. Thank you! 

63% of Active members 
54% of Emerita members 
46% of Wider members 

Giving by Fund: 

Bronx Programs               $3,727.50  
Cornwall General Fund    $8,554.00  
Grailville General Fund  $12,644.00  
National General Fund  $43,873.81  
Special Projects  $19,260.55 

Helen Adler 

Julia Almaguer 

Judy Alves 

Donna Ambrogi 

Ana Flora Anderson 

Carol Barton 

Wendy Bayer 

Shirley Beaupre 

Marcia Bedard 

Heather Teagan Blackburn 

Judith Blackburn 

Gloria Boudreaux 

Pat Bell Bradley 

Margaret Bruck 

Harlene Bryenton 

Wendy Budzynski 

Mary Ellen Camele 

Penny Carr 

Teresa Carter 

Cynthia Cheyne 

Ruth Chisholm 

Brigitte Cicero 

Pamela Cobey 

Barbara Coleman 

Angelica Contreras 

Nancy Cooney 

Deirdre Cornell 

Vivian Corres 

Mary Therese Coyle 

Marguerite Coyle 

Theresa C. Czerwinski 

Ann Marie Czyzewski 

Jeanne Daniher 

Theresa Dardar 

Helen Davis 

Maria De Groot 

Mary Kay Delgado 

Virginia Deters 

Catherine Devlin 

Patricia Dillon 

Taya Doro-Mitchell 

Alice Dougan 

Alice Drefchinski 

Gloria Duday 

Monica Erler 

Ingrid Farnham 

Mary Farrell 

Cecilia Figueroa 

Eva Fleischner 

Ruth Gallant 

Joy Garland 

Barbara Gibbons 

Roberta Gill 

Mary Gindhart 

Margaret Goederer 

Marian April Goering 

Elise Gorges 

Claudia Gras 

Lea Grundy 

Jody Grundy 

Una Mae Hargrave 

Martha Heidkamp 

Ann Heidkamp 

Mary Heidkamp 

Elizabeth Heidler 

Grace Heising 

Bonnie Hendricks 

Cherie Holman 

Kathi Hurley 

Anne Hurley 

Kay King Jakob 

Lucy Jones 

Sharon Joslyn 

Janet Kalven 

Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 

Renee Keels 

Linda Kolts 

Kay (Marina) Kryvanick 

Maureen Laflin 

Viola Lafosse 

Debra Lambo 

Lyllis Ling 

Mary Kay Louchart 

Gail Malley 

Judy Markle 

Frances Martin 

Mary Ann McCarthy 

Marie Therese McDermit 

Carol McDonnell 

Frances McLaughlin 

Priscilla Mechana 

Anne Mercier 

Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Nina Naberhaus 

Mary Ann Neuman 

Lydia Nieves 

Carol Nosko 

Karen O'Brien 

Shellie Owens 

Shirley Piazza 

Rita Ponessa 

Dorothy Rasenberger 

Nancy Richardson 

Elizabeth Robinson 

Maclovia Rodriguez 

Loretta Rokey 

Simonetta Romano 

Marian Ronan 

Elizabeth Rose 

Beth Rosen 

Marie Russell 

Theresa Sapunar 

Lenie Schaareman 

Eileen Schaeffler 

Audrey Schomer 

Marian Schwab 

Dode Shepherd 

Carol Siemering 

Deborah Silvestri 

Bernice Belair Sisson 

Carol Skyrm 

Angele Coyle Smith 

Patricia St. Onge 

Brigitte Stark-Merklein 

Ann Steffy 

Deborah Sullivan 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Maureen Tate 

Rose Taul 

Emily Thomas 

Maria-Emilia Thomas 

Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky 

Marjourie Toups 

Nancy Traer 

Roberta Trombly 

Barbara B. Troxell 

Kate Twohy 

Carolyn Vadala 

Ruth Vargas 

Carol Webb 

Jan Weinkam 

Duanne Welsch 

Nicole Westrick 

Francine Wickes 

Jay Williams 

Jean Wilson 

Sharon Wood 

Claudia Yamasue 

Patricia Young 

Ieva Zadina 

 


