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Grailville’s Buildings 
Beth Barr, Becky Hill & Noreen Willhelm 

As Grailville staff have begun to envision the future of the center and the capacity of our 
buildings to be sustainable – environmentally, financially, operationally – we contracted 
with Emersion Design, a Cincinnati-based architectural and engineering firm whose 
principals are leaders in the US Green Building Council and Cincinnati’s Green Umbrella, to 
look at four key buildings: the Oratory, Hodie, the House of Joy and the Dining Room.  

The Oratory 
In January, Emersion offered a sobering written 
report that included concerns about the potential 
stability of the Oratory. We immediately delved 
deeper, hiring Rudy Christian, a specialist in 
timber frame construction and the repurposing of 
barns and old buildings, to examine the Oratory. 
His report was much more comforting, calling it a 
“well designed and built timber frame 
constructed with rough sawn softwood timbers.” He noted that timber frame is seldom 
used in modern construction and today’s engineers aren’t always familiar with how 
wooden timbers perform over time in a building’s structure. The drying of timbers hardens 
them, but creates cracking on the surface called checking, and shrinkage may create the 
impression of failed connections between timbers. While he saw some separation between 
a few posts and beams, he noted that based on color and additional drying, it had happened 
many, many years ago, perhaps even before the old barn was converted to our beautiful 
worship space. And, he said, there were far more posts with intact connections than there 
were problems. “It is my professional opinion that the Oratory structure is no less stable 
than when it was renovated in 1961. There is no evidence of movement in the joinery, 
including areas that exhibit prior damage, or in the associated plaster wall and ceiling 
surfaces,” he reported,  “…Second, the renovation of the structure in 1961 both increased 
the usefulness and stability of the structure.” But, the roof must be replaced immediately to 
prevent any further damage from water which has worked its way through the interior. 
That’s an expensive proposition, but not nearly as worrisome as the initial review.  

The Overview from Emersion 
Once the immediate Oratory issues had been addressed, we were ready to talk more about 
the rest of their findings. On March 25, Chad Edwards and Heather Wehby, Emersion 
Design architects, met with the Grailville staff Buildings Group and Noreen Willhelm, with 
two engineers from CMTA Consulting Engineers and four members of the Grail Council 
joining by conference call. We had their written report in hand, which assessed each 
building with regard to architecture, mechanical, plumbing and electrical systems. What we 



Gumbo 4-2013  Page 2 

The Grail in the United States 

wanted now was their view on the practicality of continuing to maintain these buildings or 
whether we needed to consider major renovations or even something else entirely. 

When pressed for a definitive answer, Chad Edwards was pretty blunt. The buildings are 
beyond their useful life, he said. He was clearly moved by the Oratory, its beauty and 
spiritual value, but he couldn’t say the same for the other three. 

The Dining Room 
The Dining Room, while beautiful, would be too costly to bring up to any environmental 
standard: major structural repairs and reinforcement are required to comply with code and 
“will negatively impact the aesthetics of the building.” The dining room and kitchen don’t 
have sprinklers, but there are sprinklers in the basement; the electrical panels are past 
their useful life and in poor condition. “Once we get into it, you’re basically rebuilding that 
whole building; you’re better off just starting over,” Edwards said. The guard rail on the 
outside is not code-compliant and there is significant mold growth on one section. All the 
interventions would ruin a lot of the beauty, he said. “A significant dollar investment would 
be needed now to shore the building up and that would reduce the design integrity of the 
building—the people who are emotionally invested would be unhappy with the new look.” 

The House of Joy  
Like all the buildings at Grailville, there is 
little or no insulation in the House of Joy and 
the windows are original, single pane. There 
are water issues in the basement and the 
third floor shows evidence of roof leaks. The 
front staircase is separating from the 
exterior wall and the railing on the porch is 
in poor condition.  

While the current HVAC system is 
operational, it would require an enormous 
investment to fix the heating system, 
including adding an entire system of 
ductwork for fresh air ventilation required 
by the building code. It lacks any kind of fire 

suppression system or a code-compliant exit from the third floor. They raised concerns 
about the existing fire ladder and the condition of the porch roof onto which one would 
climb to get out of the third floor in an emergency. The electrical panels are in poor 
condition and past their useful life; the kitchen stove requires a commercial vented kitchen 
hood. 

We explored with them the idea of using Joy as offices or a welcome center, rather than 
overnight space, but the engineers pointed out that there were still code requirements 
around the ability to pump fresh air into the building: “it’s just a different amount of air 
that is required for the HVAC system, but you still have to ensure the proper amount of air.” 
And as long as we use the 3rd floor for anything, we’d need to address the egress issue;  
anything other than using the whole building as single family residential is commercial use 
with the same requirements, whether it’s used for offices, retreat center or apartments. 
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Hodie 
Their assessment of Hodie was a little less grim, 
noting that the roof, gutters, downspouts and 
foundation appear to be in good condition, although 
there are water issues in Laetare. It lacks insulation 
and also has single pane windows. One air 
conditioning unit was installed in 2008 and the 
second in 2012, but the ductwork is run through the 
attic and returns should be added to each room. 
There is a fire alarm that covers the first floor, along 
with smoke detectors, but the second floor does not 
have a fire alarm and is currently used for storage, 
posing a significant fire hazard. 

We have considered whether it makes sense to add 
sleeping quarters to the second floor of Hodie, but 
Edwards said we would be doing ourselves a 

disservice to renovate the second floor and keep the first floor as is. He and his colleagues 
discussed keeping the heavy timber/barn aspect noting that timbers appear heavier than 
in the Oratory and seem more solid, held together by bolts; the timber frame structure 
might serve as the basis for a complete redesign of the building.  

Living Building Challenge 
One of the ideas that we asked Emersion to explore was whether Grailville would be a 
candidate for the Living Building Challenge (LBC), the most advanced measure of 
sustainability in buildings today. The LBC shifts the orientation from ‘doing the least 
amount of harm’ in building design and construction to creating buildings that are 
restorative and regenerative. The challenge looks at a building’s site, how it handles water, 
energy usage, affects health and the environment, the source and use or reuse of materials, 
and its beauty. But the challenge goes beyond the building itself in its attempt to make the 
world a better place. Hodie, the Emersion experts suggest, might be a possible candidate. 
Edwards brought some pictures of old barns that have been adapted to modern usage in 
this vein.  

If we are looking to be Greater Cincinnati’s green retreat center, Edwards said, “there are a 
lot of people who would be interested in (us) becoming that” and we could position 
ourselves to do that by significantly improving our facilities. But determining what 
Grailville’s future looks like will take a lot more work – from Grail members, donors, the 
extended community and other stakeholders and folks willing to work to “make it happen.” 

Going Forward 
Grailville is beginning a visioning and future planning process.  Edwards recommends that 
Grailville complete our strategic planning process, determine where we want to go, then 
create a master plan for the campus, to determine both use and placement of buildings and 
other resources. Fundraising would be based on the strategic plan. This evaluation is part 
of the information-gathering phase for helping to determine Grailville’s future. Soon, we 
will be inviting you to join us as we develop a plan for a sustainable Grailville, the 
embodiment of the mission of the Grail.  
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2013 National Gathering Update 
Terri Carter 

How is it possible that we are already through the 1st quarter of 2013? 
 
Time truly flies when you’re having fun, and we on the National Gathering Team have had a 
lot of fun talking to so many of you from regions and circles all across the country. A huge 
THANK YOU to all members that have helped define what you want for the 2013 National 
Gathering. 
 
Our team’s goal is to make this 
gathering reflective of what YOU, 
the national membership want it 
to be.  After months of emails, 
phone calls, and phone tag,  the 
feedback is overwhelmingly for a 
National Gathering in the truest 
sense ~ a time to reunite with 
friends from near and far, a time to 
catch up on current projects and 
new ideas, a time to share spiritual 
practices ~ a time to Gather. 
 
There is much happening within our movement; we are enjoying growth such as we 
haven’t seen for decades!  With this growth come some growing pains.  Also, we must 
acknowledge there is much interest in conversations regarding structure and Grail 
management; that, however, is the purview of the regional meetings and the General 
Assembly.  Thank goodness, we are scheduled to have a GA as soon as next year!  The GA 
offers us a chance to sit together and have face-to-face discussion on important issues at 
hand.  For all of you interested in getting this dialogue going, now is the time to step up and 
start enlisting members for a GA Planning Team. It’s not too early to start. 
 
As we begin building the National Gathering schedule and filling in open-space time slots, 
we want to hold space for those of you wanting time for a specific topic or activity you 
would like to present.  Please contact a team member and let us know what you have in 
mind and how we can help make it happen.  
 
Again, we want to thank all of you who gave of your time and responded to our questions 
and for your support working through this planning process.  Your input has been 
invaluable and invigorating!  The excitement is growing as we look forward to coming 
together in celebration of who we are as the U.S. Grail. 
 
Remember to mark your calendars!  November 7–10, 2013.  We look forward to seeing you! 

 
 

Grail 2013 National Gathering Planning Team 
Wendy Budzynski:  wsbudzynski@hotmail.com 
Terri Carter:  tjrcarter1@yahoo.com 
Peggy Goederer: thecatlady2@cinci.r.com 
Deborah Sullivan: dsullivan2427@cinci.rr.com 
Claudia Yamasue: cyamasue@msn.com 
Team Consultant –  

Carol Siemering: carol_siemering@yahoo.com 
National Office Support: 

Cari Brehse: cari@us-Grail.org 
Noreen Willhelm:  Noreen@Grail-us.org 

mailto:wsbudzynski@hotmail.com
mailto:tjrcarter1@yahoo.com
mailto:thecatlady2@cinci.r.com
mailto:dsullivan2427@cinci.rr.com
mailto:cyamasue@msn.com
mailto:carol_siemering@yahoo.com
mailto:cari@us-grail.org
mailto:Noreen@grail-us.org
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Rose Mary Clark, right, with her neighbor 
and fellow organizer, Sarah 
 

Virginia Avenue Dream 
Rose Mary Clark 

Let me introduce you to Virginia Avenue in 
Dayton, Ohio. The houses on the street were built 
just before and after World War I. National Cash 
Register (now called NCR) was growing and 
many of the workers were German woodworkers 
and other craftsman. This neighborhood was 
built so those workers could walk to and from 
work together. The houses were built with an 
aesthetic and quality to match their owners. 

When I moved here in 1981 my four children 
were 5 to 13 years old and the houses were filled 
with similar families as well as some older 
residents. As their children grew and left home, 
some people moved away. The neighborhood 

seemed quieter, but then about 10 years ago, more younger families started moving in and 
again we have lots of children growing up on our street.  

In 2003, we actually had our really-too-big house on the market. It was then that I found 
out I had to have kidney surgery. I considered if I wanted to recover in a new neighborhood 
or one where I knew the neighbors would bring food and look out for me when Mel had to 
go back to work. Easy choice! We have never considered selling since then.  

That is why now I can tell you about the dream that my neighbor Sarah and I (with the 
support of our husbands, Ben and Mel) have for our 
neighborhood. 

The house next door to us is empty. Both husband and wife 
have died and the children have abandoned it. Over the 
years, it has deteriorated as even with the help of friends 
and agencies, they were not able to keep it up due to 
illness. One evening, when Sarah and I were out, I told her 
about my wild idea. “If only we could buy the house and 
tear it down and have some green space for the little kids 
to play and us old folks to sit and enjoy their company.” To 
my surprise, she said she had had the same idea. In 
addition, she was thinking about the other house between 
theirs and ours which is in even worse shape, but at that 
time it still had people living in it. Her idea was to also 
have a small community garden if we could get both 
properties. Ahhh to dream! 

About two weeks later I got an e-mail from Sarah—the city 
of Dayton has a program to help us out and there was 
meeting coming up to tell us how to go about our project. 
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This abandoned house on Virginia Avenue may soon be a park or garden where these children can play 

Dayton has been listed as the number two city in the country with abandoned housing. The 
good news is that it is listed as number one in dealing with the problem. One of the big 
parts of this is the program called Lot Links. It started with people asking about abandoned 
properties next to them and how they could affordably acquire them. The program grew 
from there. If a property is uninhabited and two years behind in taxes, has not sold at 
sheriff’s sale and has gone through several other hoops, the county takes it over. At that 
point, the county gives it to the city with all taxes and liens forgiven. The city then deeds it 
over to a qualified person enrolled in the program. The cost is approximately $2,000 which 
reimburses the city for its costs. The program has been so successful the two other cities in 
the area are adopting it. 

We have a long way to go to make this a reality. The biggest progress is that the second 
house is now abandoned. Our biggest problem is that mortgage holder is slow on making 
decisions. (They did not even know there was no one in the one next to us because Mel 
makes sure it looks lived in.) 

The process is very slow and it will be at least a year and a half until we can acquire the 
properties. Patience is not my best quality, but I continue. Your prayers and positive 
thoughts will be appreciated. This is a wonderful city neighborhood that has given me 
much. If possible I want to leave some green space behind as my gift to it. 
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Images of Grailville at Easter 2013 
Photos by Terry Marshall 

The beginning of Saturday Vigil, above. Nina 
Naberhaus leads singing, as Father George Wilson 
and Nicky Westrick raise the Easter candle, right. 
Below, a sumptuous Easter morning potluck brunch 
in the Dining Room. 
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The Grail at CSW-57 

The Grail has been a registered non-governmental organization (NGO) at the United Nations since 
1951 and has participated for many years at the UN’s Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) for 
two weeks in New York every March. Below are reflections from some of this year’s participants. 

Abida Jamal, Mozambique 

This CSW had as priority theme the elimination and prevention of all forms of violence 
against women and girls, with a particular focus on primary prevention (stopping 
violence before it starts), services and responses to victims/survivors. 

This year, the Grail brought more than 20 participants from various countries such as 
Brazil, Mozambique, Papua New Guinea, South Africa and USA. For two weeks we were 
participating in various events in different ways such as being part of some panels; 
contributing on the writing of the girls’ and young women’s statements; sharing 
experiences and giving testimony about their life and work; organizing our own parallel 
events; following the work of outcome documents; lobbying in some mission delegations 
and engaging with some communities. Together with other NGOs, the Grail co-sponsored 
some events. 

The Grail organized two parallel events as a result of the activities that we are doing in 
various countries. One parallel event was presented by girls between 16 and 18 years old. 
The title was: Challenges and Responses...Making Their Voices Heard. The girls from Brazil, 
El Salvador, Mozambique and USA, spoke and shared their struggles and stories that 
demonstrated that whatever the statistics, their daily experience causes devastating 
consequences.  The event showed that violence against girls cuts across ethnic, racial, class, 
religious, educational and international borders.  

Participants in the Grail side event “Challenges & Responses: Making Their Voices Heard.” Left to right: Karla, Angelica, from El 
Salvador; Anelisa Shamase, South Africa; Julia Lee, Bronx; Anita Benn, Bronx; Diane Mali, Papua New Guinea; Thais Dias, Brazil; 
Fuva Muiambo, Mozambique; Kathryn Palmer, Michigan; Ussula Uqueio, Mozambique; Mbelu Kalala 
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Another parallel event organized by The Grail was: Changing Systems that Hurt...the Role of 
Girls and Young Women.  The presenters, girls and young women between 16 and 24 years 
old from Brazil, Mozambique, Papua New Guinea, South Africa and USA, are involved in 
their communities in advocacy and awareness campaigns regarding the empowerment of 
girls and young women to take responsibility for all matters affecting their lives. 

As always, attending this kind of event makes us take in both the breadth and depth of 
issues explored and in the commitment, passion, and talent of those present. We consider 
CSW the lead champion of the global campaign for women’s and girl’s equality and 
empowerment; a place of reporting progress on women’s and girls’ advancement in their 
own countries and opportunity for NGOs sharing their challenges and lessons learned. 

For the Grail participants taking part in this event felt like another International General 
Assembly (IGA) or even an International Council (IC) meeting but this time with more 
young people, full of new energy and warmth, ready to implement what they learned 
during those two weeks when they get back home. Every day the participants noted down 
inspirations, opportunities and even challenges as a result of attending events to share with 
our community. 

The young Grail participants left some remarks: 

Ussula Uqueio, 18 years old, Mozambique: “I knew that taking part in this CSW 
was something important but I didn’t know that it would be something great and even 
more than important. When I started to get into the work and understand the mechanism, I 
have to be honest, I was afraid. My fears were if I would be able to meet the expectations. 
The first day I only received and I had the sense of being useless at the CSW. But thanks to 
my Grail sisters, I started to feel more confident and so I started to give my contribution. 
Through all these things, my will to keep fighting is becoming more passionate and I see as 
a method and an inspiration of how to work on these topics and try (at least) to give my 
personal contribution to this fight.”  

Anelisa Shamase, 21 years old, South Africa: “The CSW-57 was an eye opener to 
many different forms of violence that I was not aware of until my experience at the CSW. I 
have learned that one cannot be ignorant about issues like gender-based violence because 
it has many negative implications for girls, young women, communities and the world as a 
whole. Girls in our different communities face challenges no girl should face. These systems 
hurt us, our families and communities. We let people at the CSW know that as girls and 
young women, through the Grail, we are playing our part in eradicating violence but we 
cannot do it alone, everyone needs to play their part. Many a time people are more 
empowered by hearing stories rather than facts and figures.  Stories really get people 
thinking and sometimes it helps other people voice  their stories therefore helping them 
heal. By speaking out, you do not only speak for yourself but for many other girls who are 
silenced by circumstances and cannot speak for themselves. The Grail really made an 
impact on people who attended the event.”  

Thais Dias, 18 years old, Brazil: “During these two weeks of CSW 57 I have gained a 
broad knowledge of issues that are everywhere in the world. Many stories made me feel 
that I am not alone in this journey to empower girls and women. CSW is a platform where I 
had an opportunity to present the work I do in my community along with the Grail 
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Movement in Brazil whose aims are: overcoming poverty, combating violence, prostitution, 
and pedophilia. Participating in CSW-57 was an experience that made me grow, filled me 
with courage, strength and empowered me to continue the struggle for a future where I can 
have my rights respected.”  

Fuva Muiambo, 21 years old, Mozambique: “I learned that everyone is special in 
their own ways. We all can shine with different lights with the same purpose we all can be 
heard. I learned in the CSW 57, that we girls and young women can raise our voices, and 
make the difference for a better world. I am happy to have been among those privileged 
Grail members who attended the 57th CSW which to me has been yet another opportunity 
to think, reflect and gain new insights to even do better in the work that I am doing in my 
community.”  

Diane Mali, 23 years old, Papua New Guinea: “The two weeks of CSW was an 
outrageous experience for me because, in my country I have no idea about the UN and what 
it’s like to take part in the event such CSW. There’s a quote that says to advocate is to 
socialize and get to know the world practically. This was what I did during those two 
weeks. Sharing my experience was a remarkable moment when my  fellow Grail sisters 
talked about the violence and how they help and involve men and boys in their community 
and country and, when I started my story I didn’t know what to do to be strong but to cry, 
because I’m speaking for a change to myself as a young woman. After sharing my story, I 
felt like I just dropped a heavy rock that I have been carrying around and locked in my 
mind and heart for years. In my life I’ve never shared my story of how violent my father 
was to my mother and us but Thanks to THE GRAIL I finally let go of the pain and heavy 
burden that was within me, that was my speech of that day I chose to tell my Story. My 
message to you all beautiful women and girls around the world is to remember that: FROM 
MORNING’S FIRST LIGHT, TO EVENING’S LAST STARS, ALWAYS REMEMBER HOW 
SPECIAL EACH OF YOU ARE AS WOMEN AND GIRLS OF THIS WORLD.”  

 

Carrie Bowling, Membership and Outreach Coordinator 

Two weeks before CSW was to begin I travelled to New York City. I had all sorts of 
questions about CSW and how The Grail was involved. Coming from a background in 
international relations, getting to go to the UN was probably one of the most exciting things 
that could happen to me. I couldn’t wait to get started.   

The first evening of my arrival I found myself on Fifth Avenue at the headquarters of Girl 
Scouts in a meeting about an organization called the Working Group on Girls. I was a bit 
confused. Why am I at Girl Scouts? How does The Grail relate to all these organizations? 
How does it all work? I discovered that The Grail not only participates in CSW by doing its 
own side events, but by collaborating with other organizations, especially the Working 
Group on Girls (WGG), of which the Girl Scouts is also member organization. 

WGG is an NGO working at the United Nations, made up of about 80 members, including the 
International Grail, UFER (International Movement for Fraternal Union Among Races and 
Peoples), the Salvation Army, The United Nations Foundation, Girls Scouts, and many 
others. (Check out their website at www.girlsrights.org). That’s why I was at the Girl Scouts 
that first day!  

http://www.girlsrights.org/
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Throughout the next two weeks I worked with Sharon Joslyn, Mary Kay Louchart and the 
two interns, Anelisa Shamase from South Africa and Diane Mali from Papua New Guinea. 
We helped prepare Youth Advocates for presentations during CSW and we got ready for all 
the arrivals to the Grail center in the Bronx. It was exciting and challenging work.  

The arrivals began. We had Grail members from the USA, Uganda, Mozambique, and Brazil. 
Katherine Palmer came  from Michigan; two young women came from El Salvador and 
would be speaking at CSW, representing The Feminist Task Force. Ivonne van de Kar with 
the Dutch Foundation of Religious Against Trafficking came on behalf of the Grail in the 
Netherlands; Helga Sourek, a friend of German Grail member Marita Estor, came on behalf 
of UN Women-German National Committee. It was quite an eclectic group and the house 
was always buzzing with energy!  

The day before CSW, I was one of the co-facilitators at “CSW 57: Youth Orientation.” There 
were two excellent speakers, Michelle Bachelet, executive director of UN Women, and 
Michael Kaufman, founder of the White Ribbon Campaign, which encourages men to speak 
up against violence against women. Girls from all over the country were learning how to 
advocate for their rights. They were so articulate and passionate; it was incredibly 
inspiring. These girls made changing the world seem easy.  

After such an exciting prep day we were all ready for CSW to begin. During the two weeks 
of CSW, the United Nations has 'main' events, where the delegates from nations around the 
globe discuss the theme – this year it was prevention of all forms of violence against 
women and girls. The delegates start with an opening session, then continue through the 
week with discussions until a document of 'agreed conclusions' is established. While these 
sessions are taking place at the main UN buildings, NGOs offer side events, also known as 
parallel events, in buildings near the UN. Some of these events explain what a specific 
organization is working on; provide helpful skills and knowledge about a specific topic; or 
they can just simply be informative. The Grail hosted two side events, co-
sponsored several others, and Grail members participated as panelists in others.  

One of my favorite Grail co-sponsored side events was the “Girls’ Tribunal on Violence: 
Bearing Witness to Girls’ Activism.” Ussula Uqueio from Mozambique, Thais Dias from 
Brazil and other Grail youth told powerful and moving stories from their own experiences 
and as advocates. The jurists who heard their presentations included a Jordanian prince 
and former Ambassador, a deputy director of UN Women, a filmmaker, and a student 
activist and former WGG youth advocate. A Huffington Post blogger highlighted this as one 
of the best side events she had attended at CSW (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/cheryl-
saban/stop-the-violence---girls_b_2829344.html).  

In the second week, UFER hosted an event which addressed trafficking issues around the 
globe and measures being taken to help the victims. Ivonne van de Kar spoke about how 
the Dutch Foundation of Religious and The Grail in The Netherlands reach out to migrants 
and other women at risk of being trafficked, providing information, shelter and tools for 
safe migration.   

There were many other events with topics like: how to make men a part of the solution, 
what healthy masculinity looks like, violence prevention, stopping the demand for 
trafficked women, stopping the cycles of violence and so many more.  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/cheryl-saban/stop-the-violence---girls_b_2829344.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/cheryl-saban/stop-the-violence---girls_b_2829344.html
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CSW is not just a conference. It is a place where women and girls from all over the world 
can come together to learn from each other and get inspired to make even more positive 
change in our communities. It is life changing. It allows you to see the issues you are 
fighting are not your own fight; you are not alone. It connects you to people from all over 
the globe and makes you realize we are all one. We are all humans; we are in this fight 
together.  

 

What?! You’re not in a Grail Circle? 

(and even if you are, read this) 
Carol Siemering for the Membership Development and Enrichment Team 

The Membership Development and Enrichment Team has as one of its goals for this year, a 
goal set in our Strategic Plan as part of our vision for the Grail of the future, that ultimately 
all members in the U.S. Grail should be connected. We see circles as the natural vehicle for 
this connection.  

Currently, the different circles that exist and meet either physically or virtually are regional 
circles and committee and team circles. Some of you participate in a regional circle. Some of 
you who are not physically near a region have volunteered for teams such as the Finance 
Team, the Elder Care Group, the Council, etc. And some of you are in a region and meet with 
that region and maybe are even on a team or two. But there are also those of you who are 
not connected to any circle at this time. 

There is a great benefit in meeting with your Grail sisters (either virtually or physically). 
The ability to share your lives, a work together… a sense of belonging. So how can we help 
connect the rest of you who are not connected to a circle. I can think of a couple of ways. 
We could create virtual circles around a focus or an issue. Let’s say “fracking”or perhaps 
sustainability or any other number of issues. There may be quite a few of you all across the 
country involved in that issue. There would be a commitment to connect with each other 
every month, every other month, a time interval you choose. We could also create virtual 
circles that do not have a particular focus but are committed to connecting once a month or 
every other month by conference call. If there were an issue the Grail was looking at, say 
Txintxa or a business meeting, this would be your group to discuss those with. And at the 
other times, it could offer an opportunity for “checking in” with one another or connecting 
on a topic you choose for a particular call. 

How on earth do we set this up? Well that will be the challenge. We would love to hear from 
you. Is there is a particular subject that you are passionate about that you would like to see 
a circle created around? For those of you who would simply like to have a group to connect 
with, is there is a particular time you would be able to meet by phone? 
 
Please contact me by email carol_siemering@yahoo.com or by phone, (617) 244-4517, so 
we can begin these connections. We will do all that we can to help these groups to happen 
because we want everyone to have a connection, a circle to call her own. 

 

mailto:carol_siemering@yahoo.com
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Impressions from the International Council Meeting 

 January 20-27, 2013 Belo Horizonte, Brazil 
Editor’s Note: The following is a condensed version of impressions provided by participants in the IC 
meeting. Full text is available on the US Grail website http://Grail-us.org/wp-
content/uploads/2011/07/IC-Meeting-January-2013-Report-daily-impressions.pdf 

 

Sunday, 20th January 2013 - Josephine Nakagolo (Uganda)  
Since it was Sunday, we broke off early for the Eucharistic Celebration. It was a rich 
celebration indeed with participation from all the Grail members especially in the singing 
and praising…Immediately after lunch, we set off for a city tour…We continued on our 
journey to another group of young girls and boys who we found at Moro do Cascalho. These 
have been organized by the Grail to form a band which keeps them active. They entertained 
us and we appreciated their zeal in playing their instruments. However, to our amazement 
the band uses local material which can easily be acquired yet the sound from the material is 
perfect…We travelled to our final destination at Vila dar Antenas where … the government 
would like to relocate people and take advantage of their special view to the city…(but they 
have) resisted…In this place too, we were welcomed by a Brazilian dance which was so 
entertaining but one must have enough strength and energy to dance it. There was also a 
musician who sang for the guests with some young girls of talent. The day was indeed 
colourful…As we were enjoying the eats and drinks and planning to go back home, the 
heavens opened and it poured as if there was no tomorrow… we thank God for the special 
pour of the day. Next time we send it to Tanzania which has been suffering from drought 
for long! 

Monday, 21st January 2013 – Kay Hunt (Australia)  
Katie Sellers, a young Grail member from the US who had come to assist with 
administration led the prayer, reminding us it was Martin Luther King Day in the US and 
inauguration day for President Obama. The prayer was Oscar Romero’s poem “A Future not 
Our Own”…(Our task for the day was) an overview of our country’s achievements during 
2012 using drawings to illustrate those achievements. The second part of the task was to 
draw a map of our country and outline our priorities and plans for 2013. We were asked to 
match our plans and programs to Networks, workgroups and themes from the IGA. 
Needless to say there were many moans and groans about drawing abilities but we all got 
on with the task…All in all a good overall picture of progress made since the IGA and 
valuable information for the meeting to begin future planning.  

Tuesday, 22nd January 2013 - Perpetua Otieno (Kenya)  
The day was opened with a prayer process led by Zodwa with the main theme being `Help 
me believe in beginnings. Everybody participated by collectively reading…sharing the 
country reports …(giving) priorities …discussing  these issues in regions…(finding) what 
they had in common as it would be easy addressing all these in regions, if possible.  

Wednesday, 23rd January 2013 – Albina Namuesh (PNG)  
This is the day when the Finance team presented the International Financial Report. 
Cristina dos Anjos introduced the Finance team which is composed of Mieneke (Hage), 
Mary Farrell and herself. The participants were enlightened about the sources of the Grail 
funds and how we spend them.  

http://grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/IC-Meeting-January-2013-Report-daily-impressions.pdf
http://grail-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/IC-Meeting-January-2013-Report-daily-impressions.pdf
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This was followed by a presentation from Anne Day about IAF (International Assistance 
Fund). …(and)Lorna Bowman came next with the Higher Education Fund (HEF) report. By 
coincidence, Maria de Jesus, one of the Grail members from Brazil who had a grant from 
HEF for a degree course was to graduate on this day…Mr. Evo Poletto, an external speaker 
took us through the topic “Brazil as an emerging economic power.” 

Thursday, 24th January 2013 - Anne Day (Australia)  
30/55, LIEN+, GWIA, ASIA PACIFIC TRAINING IN PNG, GROWING THE GRAIL IN EUROPE. 
As each group of participants presented their impressions of the particular forum they 
were attending it became clear that there were many similarities across the gatherings. 
There was creativity in the approaches used in the setting of agendas, planning 
celebrations, developing outcomes and planning action after the gathering. An example of 
creative agenda setting occurred at the 30-55 gathering when, at the beginning of the 
meeting, each participant wrote of their hopes for the meeting and then together designed 
the agenda reflecting these individual hopes into agreed content.  

Friday, 25th January 2013 – Mieneke Hage (The Netherlands)  
How do we do outreach in our countries? In ‘young’ countries this means watering the 
young plants. In some other countries where Grail women are getting older, this might 
mean finding ways to still bear fruit…Throughout the day we were nourished by the 
delicious meals and snacks …. Today we had rice fritters, but while writing I can already 
smell the bread being baked freshly. The dining room always looks enticing with all kinds 
of tablecloths with pictures of fruit and today with classic burgundy cloths…The afternoon 
continued with discussing the situation with new countries. At the UN just over 190 
countries are represented. We have not quite as many, but we are on our way. So far we 
talked about mother countries. Would it be better to start talking about sister countries 
instead?  

Saturday, 26th January 2013 – sessions – Lorna Bowman (Canada)  
Following an overview of the Nucleus, including an explanation of the “call,” Christa 
reported on the present membership. There are 156 Nucleus members out of a total of 890 
Grail members worldwide – that is 17.5% of the membership… hoped to have prepared a 
report on the future of the Nucleus for the IC. This project remains in process and a 
questionnaire will go out to all Grail members internationally. … One was aware of two 
things – firstly, how well the IC had addressed the work done following the 2011 IGA and 
secondly, the sense of vision there is for the future of the Grail – including the development 
of a systematic outreach to new countries. Among the initiatives noted were the money 
that has been made available for each country with a Grail Centre, the money budgeted for 
outreach programs (available on application) and computers where needed, the 
International Assistance Fund, the Higher Education Fund and the systematic work being 
done on the international history of the Grail. 

Saturday, 26th January 2013 – party – Mary Farrell (USA)  
On Saturday evening, January 26, The Grail in Belo Horizonte opened their house (in which 
many IC attendees were already staying) to the community and many friends came to join 
the celebration! It began with an open market of vendors from Belo Horizonte as well as 
Uganda, Tanzania, Mexico, Kenya …we had a performance by a Gypsy dance company – 
Colorful, skillful, exciting and inclusive as they invited viewers to get up and join them. The 
children especially enjoyed that! Music continued with a guitarist / song writer who got us 
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On the Easter weekend, Jackie DiSalvo drove Carol Barton and Joy Garland to pick up Dorothy 
Rasenberger from her Cabrini Home residence in Dobbs Ferry to join Alice Gallagher and Cay Charles 
for a festive luncheon at their Mt. Alverno home in Warwick, NY.  Photo by Joy Garland.  

all singing on one refrain or another. At one point or another, we who have gathered for the 
IC meeting felt the desire to return a musical offering, so we sang the “Russian Alleluia.” An 
Argentinian guitarist and Peruvian[?] drummer came out next to begin to get us moving, 
then they were joined by Elenice, a beautiful woman – singer, drummer and dancer- who 
entered singing “Nkosi sikelele”, joined of course immediately by Zodwa, Carol, Regina and 
any others who knew the song… The evening was memorable, delightful and an enduring 
experience of Brasilian hospitality, for which we are most grateful!  

Sunday, 27th January 2013 – Eliana Rocha (Brazil) 
(translated from the Portuguese) 
The last day of the meeting of the International Council, it was a day of great emotion, built 
many things together: we dialogue, debate …With the closing celebration, held in the late 
afternoon, most exciting moments live and celebrate the Grail, saying one to the other our 
feelings, exchanging gifts and reaffirming our commitment in prayer for the future and 
prosperity of the Grail worldwide....For me, it was the energy of the reunion, this energy 
cannot be expressed with words, it has to be felt, experienced, every time. And these 
moments are sustenance that push us to keep alive the flame of the Holy Grail Cup.  

 

Easter at Mount Alverno
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The Work of The Grail 
Pam Cobey 

 
A few months ago, guests from Israel, Ecuador and Honduras all happened to be sharing 

brunch around our dining room table.  As Grail members, many of you know Monica 

Maher, a US member living in Ecuador, and many have met Nelly Del Cid, who is an activist 

in Honduras.  From Israel, a cousin, Anita Weiner, a former professor in the field of social 

work at Haifa University, graciously made time for a visit.  Beth Rosen and I were also 

present as was Anita’s companion, Yahuda.  (Yahuda is one of the survivors of the 

holocaust, having been put alone on a kinder train in Germany at the age of five, and sent to 

England and then the Netherlands.)  Anita asked us how we all knew each other, and 

Monica proceeded to say that she and I studied together in grad school and that we all 

knew each other through the Grail.  Of course, Anita asked what the Grail was. 

 

Monica began with a bit of the history and led to a present day explanation of what the 

Grail is.  Anita then asked how attraction to an organization such as the Grail compared 

now with its beginnings.  She was not surprised to hear about the contrast.  She then said 

something that I have been trying—not very successfully—to articulate ever since.  I found 

her comments very thought-provoking and deeply important, leading me to a somewhat 

liminal space where things look kind of fuzzy, but with promise of helpful clarity, and I 

would love to have a larger conversation with the Grail.   

 

I will try to articulate again, what Anita said, and why I think it deserves serious 

engagement on the part of the Grail. Anita said that it was no surprise that the Grail 

flourished when it began.  The work, she noted, was clear in terms of the need for women’s 

voices and participation in making the world a better place.  Now, she noted, many think 

that work is finished.  Of course, it is not.  As well, in the beginning, we were all Catholic.  

Now, we are doing much more difficult work, as a coalition, if you will, of women from 

various faith, spiritual, theistic and non-theistic practices and traditions. 

 

Being a body, in and of itself, is a triumph.  But the work, from that starting point, is often 

very subtle and very elusive.  It is not the kind of work that shines to the world with 

attraction, as does our more historical work or path.   

 

Can we define this subtle and elusive work? Can we embrace it? Can we celebrate this 

membership that embodies it?       
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Healing, Restoring, and Nurturing the Grail 
The 20 spots for the “Healing, Restoring, and Nurturing the Grail” workshop June 7-9 at 
Cornwall are filling up quickly. The methodology of the training involves all to be actively 
engaged so the number of participants is limited.   

The Grail is in a time of discernment.  We are in a time which is calling us to affirm 
ourselves and each other, to learn new and more effective ways to communicate non-
violently, and to move toward transforming pain and conflict.  It is the hope of the Grail 
Women in the Americas Restorative Justice members that this training will empower is to 
gain new skills, allow us to play and grow together, and equip us to face the work before us. 
The workshop is modeled on the Quakers’ Alternative to Violence program (AVP) which 
has been used extensively throughout conflict areas.   

Our trainers, Monica Maher, US Grail member living in Ecuador, and Tiffany Curtis, Grail 
explorer living in Boston, have adapted the AVP training for Grail members, explorers and 
friends.  Monica is an active AVP facilitator in Ecuador and Honduras.  After years of 
witnessing and documenting gender violence in Latin America, she is thrilled to be part of a 
constructive, healing response to conflict. Monica has been a Grail member since 2000.  She 
joined while living in New York City where she participated in the Politics and Spirituality 
Group, the Bronx Grail as well the Grail´s work at the UN.  Today, she is a member of the 
Boston Grail, the budding Grail group in Ecuador where she resides, and a Board Member 
of UFER. A professor of the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences in Quito, she teaches 
religion from an intercultural feminist perspective.  Trained in spiritual direction, yoga and 
meditation, Monica is currently a candidate for ordination in the United Church of Christ. 
Before moving to Ecuador, she taught at Harvard Divinity School and led Harvard´s human 
rights summer programs in Chile and Argentina. 

Tiffany Curtis works at the Episcopal Chaplaincy at Harvard & at St. James Episcopal 
Church in Cambridge as the 2012-13 Micah Fellow for Social Justice. Tiffany is the co-
founder of HIPE (Harvard Interfaith Prison Education), an interfaith restorative justice 
organization for academic mentoring and spiritual accompaniment in local prisons. She is 
a graduate of Harvard Divinity School (MDiv ’11), where she committed her energy to 
facilitate Women Circle, a women’s spiritual community on campus.  Her academic 
interests at HDS were primarily in Christian post-colonial and liberation theologies, 
theologies of the everyday, and religious anthropology. Tiffany graduated from Chapman 
University in 2007, where she received a B.A. in Peace Studies, with an emphasis in Latin 
American Studies, and studied Nonviolent Conflict Resolution. She has worked as a 
community organizer, organic farmer, researcher, interfaith chaplain, and in many faith-
based social justice contexts. Tiffany was trained as an Alternatives to Violence facilitator 
while working as an anthropologist in Ecuador during 2011-12. She is a Grail Explorer in 
the Boston Grail.  

As apparent from their bios, we are in for an incredible two and a half days in Cornwall. To 
quote Monica, “The methodology allows for bonding and healing through group exercises, 
play and laughter.” Come play and heal with us June 7-9.    
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Dedication of Five Nucleus Members in Tanzania 
Christa Werner 

The 28th of August 2013 will be a day of tremendous joy for the Grail in Tanzania, as they 

will combine the dedication of five Grail women into the Nucleus with the jubilee of Imelda 
Gaurwa, serving God through the Grail in Tanzania and international for 50 years! 

So, every Grail woman in the world is invited to join the Grail in Tanzania in spirit and 

prayers, now, while they are preparing themselves physically and spiritually for the big 

feast – and especially again on the day of the celebration. 

The applications and curriculum vitae sent by the candidates for the Nucleus vocation 

speak of women who know the Grail for many years and have grown into the community 

through intensive services in different groups and after following formation programmes 

for years in Kisekibaha and some being part of the East African regional programmes in 

Tanzania or Uganda. Reading about the path they followed, the deep religious training they 

had and their desire to serve as Nucleus Members assure me that all of them are ready 

and fully prepared for a life in celibacy, availability and simple solitary sharing. They are: 

Eveta Zeno MLINGI: born 1969 – met the Grail in 1986, joined Dido in 1987 and made her 

commitment 2005. Trained as Nursing Assistant and later studying for an 

Advanced Diploma in Cooperative Account, she works as Manager in the Grail 

Bookshop in Morogoro since 2007. 

Oliva Philip MKUMBWA: born 1969 – heard about the Grail in 1993 and joined Dido and 

Kisekibaha in 1994. She made her commitment in 2002 and followed the East 

African joint Formation Program the same year. After qualifying from the 

Teachers Training College she was assigned to work in Kisekibaha supervising 

the new buildings. 

Feliciana Mathew KULAYA: born 1968 – and joined the Grail in 1991 in Dido. In 1999, she 

followed the East African joint Grail Program in Uganda and made her 

commitment in 2000. Following a Montessori course, she serves now in the 

pre-school run by the Grail in Kisekibaha. 

Cecilia August MRITA: born 1977, joined the Grail community in 1994, (being from 

Kisekibaha, she knew the Grail right from her childhood) She made her 

commitment in 2005. As a teacher with the Diploma in Education and a 

Bachelor of Art in Education, Cecilia is working as a class teacher in 

Irkisongo High School since 2012. 

Ancila Alex KAWISHE: born 1974, joined the Grail in 1993 and was part of the formation 

in Dido and Kisekibaha. She made her commitment into the Grail in 2002. 

Following a course in Catechesis, Ancila has worked as a Catechist in the 

Same Diocese since 2010. 

All of them expressed that they had a call and want to follow the call in giving themselves 

totally to God in serving the Grail by making the dedication into the Nucleus. Sincere 

reasons for us to praise the Lord and rejoice with the Grail in Tanzania. 
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Readers’ Corner 
The Whole Story of Climate: What Science 

Reveals About the Nature of Endless 
Change 

By E. Kirsten Peters 

Prometheus Books, 2012 
Hardback. 290 pp. $26.00. 
by Marian Ronan 

 
At one level, The Whole Story of Climate by 

geologist E. Kirsten Peters of Washington 

State University is “a history of Earth’s climate 

and…of how scientists learned about climate.” 

Readers like me, wary of abstruse scientific 

writing, will be pleasantly surprised by the 

narrative drive of Peters’s book. Who would 

have thought it possible to fashion the rise 

and fall of temperature over millions of years into a page-turner? 

An example of the author’s gift for making science accessible is her use of a 

football field to explain the history of climate. The far end of the gridiron 

represents the start of the Pleistocene Era, 1.8 million years ago, while the 

other end is today. Each 5.5 yards (100,000 years) there’s an Ice Age, followed 

by a warmer period. Six and half yards from our end zone there’s an even 

warmer period, followed by several yards of bitter cold, and then our own, 

warm but not the warmest, Holocene Epoch. The point of the football field—

and the rest of the book—is to show us that over its entire history, climate has 

changed repeatedly, and radically. Moreover, Peters argues, it’s much more 

likely that we’re on the verge of another cold snap 

than a warm one. 

At one level, then, The Whole Story of Climate is a 

well-written, accessible book that provides readers 

with a much-needed wider context for the debate 

over climate change currently taking place. At 

another level, however, there’s a good deal in this 

book that readers should be wary of. This is so 

because it’s virtually impossible to have a 

dispassionate scientific discussion about climate 

change in our time. Peters herself rails repeatedly 

throughout The Whole Story against the 

misrepresentations of climate change by “journalists” 
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who, in her reading, fail to communicate to the public that climate change is 

natural, and that calls for mitigation of global warming by expensive 

sustainable fuels are baseless. Yet Peters herself is a journalist—her book bio 

mentions that she, as “the Roc Doc,” writes a syndicated newspaper column—

and surely the book’s title is a journalistic, not a scientific one. No reputable 

scientific work is titled “The Whole Story of” anything. 

I also have some concerns about the perspective geology itself brings to the 

dangers of climate change.  Fairly early on in the book Peters states that 

“geologists take as a sacred responsibility the task of understanding, 

identifying, and providing energy sources for our societies.” The use of the word 

“sacred” is striking here, and one suspects that the fuels geologists are sacredly 

committed to providing are fossil fuels, a commitment that may make it 

difficult to advocate for solar and wind energy.  

More to the point, geologists necessarily think in terms of millions, or even 

billions, of years, within which the extinction of species is not a big deal. Peters 

does admit from time to time that the increasing level of greenhouse gases 

could be a serious problem; that, in fact, it could precipitate the flipping of 

Earth’s climate into an era of either extreme heat or extreme cold. And her 

discussion, in the concluding chapter, of the possibility of a 3% reduction is 

greenhouse gases by extinguishing the thousands of underground coal fires 

around the world makes the previous 242 pages worthwhile. Why, I join her in 

asking, aren’t we doing something about this?  

Finally, though, the harm likely to occur in the near future as a result of a 

warming planet concerns Peters a good deal less than the very long range 

climate picture and the ideological wars between geologists and other 

environmental scientists. At the end of the book, for example, she spends less 

than a page acknowledging that global warming through 2100 is likely to have 

many more negative consequences for the poor in places like Africa and the 

Middle East than for people like us in Europe and North America.  

But she spends 18 pages accusing (non-geologist) environmental scientists of 

dishonesty by virtue of being in the pay of big-government and comparing them 

to Eisenhower’s “military industrial complex” based on a mistake in the 2001 

Third Assessment Report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

I can’t help thinking that the people here in New York whose lives were 

upended by Hurricane Sandy, as well as the Pacific Islanders whose cultures 

are being washed away by sea level rise, are a lot more concerned about the 

“short term” implications of global warming than Peters is. 

Marian Ronan has been part of the Grail since 1965 and is helping to launch a 
Grail Climate Action Circle. 
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Grail Birthdays: April & May 

Make a call, drop a note or send an email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

APRIL   
3 Una Mae Hargrave 
6 Alice Kelly 
7 Barbara Gibbons 
9 Theresa Dardar 
10 Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky 
15 Ingrid Farnham 
17 Marian Lucas 
18 Donna Ambrogi 
18 Barbara Coleman 
18 Carole Spearin McCauley 
18 Marian Ronan 
20 Elise Gorges 
22 Bonnie Hendricks 
23 Hermine Glaser 
24 Frances Hebert 
25 Patricia Young 
 

MAY   
2 Gloria Boudreaux 
5 Alice Gallagher 
5 Cecilia Figueroa 
6 Vivian Corres 
6 Simonetta Romano 

 
7 Grace Heising 
8 Carol Leopold 
9 Marguerite Coyle 
9 Joy Garland 
9 Lillian Anglada Quintana 
11 Quanita Munday 
12 Elena Ruiz 
17 Dode Shepherd 
17 Ruth Chisholm 
17 Priscilla Mechana 
17 Margaret Goederer 
19 Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 
13 Fran Frazier 
20 Karen O'Brien 
20 Lillian Wall 
21 Janet Kalven 
13 Kristine Azzarello 
23 Magda Durante 
27 Nicole Westrick 
28 Ieva Zadina 
28 Monica Maher 
30 Diana Hayes 
30 Sharon Thomson 
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Grail Member Giving, January 1-March 31, 2013 

104 Grail members have contributed $88,278.18 thus far this year. Thanks! 

46% of Active members 
38% of Emerita members 

Giving by Fund: 
Bronx Programs     $1,165.00 
Cornwall General Fund    $3,313.50 
Grailville General Fund  $22,559.00 
National General Fund  $51,581.81 
Special Projects   $10,824.34 
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