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November 2011 

First Takes on the 2011 General Assembly 
Of course, the GA ended barely six days ago, so the final report of our experiences and the 

assessment of the direction the gathering set for the Grail in the coming years will be a few weeks yet 

in coming. But in the meantime, we’ve received a number of evaluations and suggestions on the 

event itself and we have some of the many photos that were shot during the four or five days at 

Grailville. We thought we’d share a little bit of both. 

 

 

 
 
 

Top: Opening session at the GA in the Caravansary. Above: 

Diana Hayes’ plenary presentation during Spirituality World. 
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Images from the GA, clockwise from upper left: Jay Williams in a 

pensive moment; Judy Markle, presenting during the Social World 

panel; Nina Naberhaus, Kate Devlin and Mary Gene Devlin, 

troubleshooting the technology; Pam Cobey and Beth Rosen in the 

Oratory during the closing worship.  

I learned: Everything! For the first time I 
saw what the Grail really DOES! 

The most exciting idea: 4 groups : 4 groups : 4 groups : 4 groups 
continuing to work togethercontinuing to work togethercontinuing to work togethercontinuing to work together 

A great GA, but way too scheduled 
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Clockwise from top, then left to right: 

Duanne Welsch and Jean Wilson talking 

during a snack time; Kate Twohy, Elizabeth 

Murphy and Peggy Goederer in Laetare; 

below, Margarita Cabrera, Becky Hill, Ceci 

Figueroa, Angelica Contreres and Judith 

Blackburn. Photos by Emily Snyder 

Recommendations for future 

National gatherings: More 
interaction/relational time with 
old/new members we do not know 

I learned: to enjoy the 
process, appreciate the 
efforts of the leadership 
people and to believe that 
the Grail  as the women we 
are – willing to engage 
one another in big and 
small ideas is already a 
precious work of the Grail. 
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Thoughts on Communication 
Noreen Willhelm 

One of the themes that emerged from September’s Grail International General Assembly, shared with 

the GA by US members who attended, is that good and improved communication underlies the work 

and solidarity of the movement. If we don’t know what each other is doing, then it’s unlikely we can 

provide the kind of support, feedback and even assistance that might make a given action or initiative 

more effective or successful. A similar theme – the need for improved communication – was 

addressed in many ways during the US General Assembly last weekend: excitement about 

opportunities for blogging on the Grail website during the GA; requests for responses to the Grail 

census or Council elections; disappointment about the lack of pre-GA information. 

It’s the latter that concerns me and seems to underscore some of the Grail’s communication 

problems. One suggestion was made during the GA that the schedule be posted on the Grail’s 

website in advance. In fact, it has been posted on the website for five weeks, since September 27, 

and updated regularly, as additional panelists were identified or new initiatives arose.  

Others raised concerns about the GA process, asserting that the “planners” had introduced a method 

that did not involve enough people or ideas. Now, it’s true that there wasn’t enough time for small 

groups to process ideas, but it’s hard to see how more people didn’t have the opportunity to 

participate or wouldn’t have known what was coming. After all, there were multiple stories in 

Gumbo (March and August) and 18 blurbs in the weekly National Grail News, beginning February 

11. (That first one included this request to the movement: “…consider making a presentation at the 

GA.  Or suggest to any of the team members listed below what you would like to experience at the 

GA.” 

And the Gumbo articles carried similar notices and pleas:  

March Gumbo, Page 1: Plan Now to Attend the 2011 Grail General Assembly  

“…We envision soul moments, inspiring plenary sessions, small break-out groups, and pres-

entations led by those of us who are working on something that the rest of us can help with or 

that can be replicated in other setting…consider making a presentation at the GA.  Or suggest 

to any of the team members listed below what you would like to experience at the GA.”   

August Gumbo, Page 7: GA Planners Looking for Panelists and Artifacts 

“Our theme is “The Worlds in Which We Live.”  We are focusing each full day of the GA on one 

of the three interlocking “worlds” that the Grail cares about: Our Environmental World, Our 

Social World, and Our Spiritual World.  After a plenary session in which the challenges of that 

day’s world are laid out (in a way that inspires as well as challenges), we will be following up 

with a session that features U.S. Grail members who are already involved in action in that 

“world.”  These women may need help with what they are doing, or they may hope that 

others will adapt what they are doing to another location or situation.  At any rate, they are 

the women who can help us answer the question about what the U.S. Grail is actually doing. 

“After hearing panelists describe their work, we will meet in small groups by interest or by 

region to apply or adapt what we have heard and to begin the process of reaching 

consensus on which of the many possible actions the Grail might focus on in the immediate 

future.  On the third full day of the GA we will make that determination and then participate 

in a celebratory worship service to bless this work and our involvement in it… 
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Lucy Jones, third from right, with other Methodists at Occupy 

Wall Street. 

“As mentioned above, each day’s world will include opening plenaries followed by panelists 

who are working in that world.  Are you involved in a visible Grail action in the U.S. that 

addresses one of the important issues of our day?  Whether it be as an individual or as a 

member of a Grail group, we’d like to hear about what you’re doing. … tell us what you’re 

involved in or to suggest somebody else that we might encourage to become a panelist.” 

So, with at least 20 separate efforts to connect members to what was happening with the GA (in 

addition to the website, which was upgraded during that pre-GA period), it seems that we truly have 

a communications problem. We’re sending information out, but it’s not being received. The News 

comes by email weekly, but Gumbo is always available on the website. For those who don’t get email, 

we send hard copies. Are we using the wrong means? Is there something else we should be doing? 

This really is an important question and we’d like to hear your ideas for improving com-munication in 

the Grail. Thoughts? Send them to noreen@grail-us.org or call us at (513) 683-5750. 

 

 
 

Grail Work in the World—in the 99% and one of 900 
Lucy Jones 

 
I am one of the 99%.  Along with thousands of 

other supporters, Grail women among them, I 

celebrate the spirit that is moving in the protests 

asking the powerful 1% to be accountable to the 

99% of the masses.  On October 23, I joined other 

United Methodists to join our voices with the 

Occupy Wall Street folks at Zuccotti Park, to 

remind us all that Jesus threw the moneychangers 

out of the temple and said the last shall be first 

and the first shall be last.  I’m glad our gathering 

and an interfaith gathering afterward could 

remind all that have ears to hear that God is in the 

midst of this world—to scatter the proud and 

bring down the mighty, to fill the hungry with 

good things and to send the rich away empty. 

I am also one of the 900.  One of the 900 United Methodists, that is, in New York and Connecticut 

that signed a Covenant of Conscience and celebrated that commitment in a recent worship service at 

Asbury Crestwood UMC in Yonkers, New York.  One of my social justice works in recent years has 

been to try to change United Methodist church policies that exclude gay, lesbian, bisexual and 

transgender persons from the full life and ministry of the church.  As part of the steering committee 

of the Methodist in New Directions (MIND), I have encouraged my clergy sisters and brothers to join 

me and others in promising to fulfill all of our pastoral ordination vows by performing same-sex 

marriages, now legal in both states where the New York Annual Conference functions, my regional 

body of the UMC.  Our covenant is to support each other (clergy, laity and congregations) as we 

challenge the church in this action that can be called “ecclesial disobedience.”  I believe this is the 

civil rights issue of our time and the church should be leading the way toward more inclusivity, 
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opening the circle wide for all of God’s people.  The Grail 

Center at Cornwall has been the site of the annual retreat for 

the steering committee of MIND and the planning of our 

covenant began in a meeting at the center in 2010.  (You can 

read the covenant of conscience at the MIND website: 

www.mind-ny.org) 

At both of these events, it was clear to me that we live and 

move and have our being through the Spirit of Love and 

Justice. 

 

 
International Grail Retreat in Sobrado 2012 

 

”All her paths are peace...”  

 

For the fourth year the Swedish Grail will return to the Cistercian monastery Santa Maria in Sobrado 

(Spain) for a retreat. We go there because of the warm hospitality of the brothers and their open 

ecumenical spirit. We go there to restore our spirits and to grow in friendship. 

 

The theme will be: “All her paths are peace” (Proverbs 3:17). We believe that as women we have so 

much valuable knowledge and experience to share with each other. Therefore we invite the 

participants to reflections, meditations and creative celebrations that we share responsibility for. We 

meet in the morning and the rest of the day we will be free to pray with the brothers (in Spanish), 

walk in the beautiful surroundings or rest… We are not far away from Santiago de Compostela, and 

we’ll set one whole day aside for walking along the old pilgrim road. 

 

When? Monday, April 23 (arrival) – Sunday, April 29 (departure) 2012 (If someone wants to arrive a 

few days earlier, it is possible.) 

How do I get there? Fly to the airport of Santiago de Compostela and take a bus from there to 

Sobrado (at 6 pm Monday – Friday) or take a 

taxi (costs approximately 60 Euro or about $82).  

For information about the monastery: 

http://www3.planalfa.es/sobrado/sobrado.htm 

What does it cost? 35 euros/day or about $48 

(single room with meals).  

Contact Kerstin Jacobsson 

(kerstin.jacobsson@ownit.nu) or Bibi Helgesson 

(bibi.h@telia.com) before March23. The number 

of participants is limited. We will give priority to 

those who can stay the whole week. 

 

Welcome! 
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Strong Women on the Way to Fulfilment 
Once upon a time – 90 years ago, 

 
A seed was put into fertile soil in Holland. 
Five women were reminded of their strength and 
power of their unique responsibility and call by 
GOD to convert the world for Christ – to influence 
the catholic church with womanly qualities – to see 
the signs of the time – to give themselves fully to 
God and for other women. “The Women of 
Nazareth were born.” ThanThanThanThank you for the k you for the k you for the k you for the 
inspiration inspiration inspiration inspiration –––– Father  Father  Father  Father Jacques van Ginneken!Jacques van Ginneken!Jacques van Ginneken!Jacques van Ginneken!    

 

There was life in the community, 
 
Assisting in catechetical work, guiding working 
girls, dreaming of a university for women in 
Java, given and taken up a task to start a 
youth movement “the GRAIL,” playing 
mystical stories on big stages, expanding to 
neighbouring countries, and in 1936 and 1939 
to Australia and USA – just as a start! Strong Strong Strong Strong 
and confident women wand confident women wand confident women wand confident women were the “Firstlingsere the “Firstlingsere the “Firstlingsere the “Firstlings!!!!””””    

 

Dark years could not break the 
love 
 
War and hunger, exile and hiding, young people misused with shallow paroles, decimated the group, but new 
ideas after 1945 made them involve in women’s work, in developing programmes in Africa, Asia, Latin 
America, made them go out, break boundaries, find new expression of faith in liturgy, live a rooted 
spirituality, before, during and after Vatican II. Those who chose new journeys encouraged others to stand 
firm. The ways of the Grail were confirThe ways of the Grail were confirThe ways of the Grail were confirThe ways of the Grail were confirmed!med!med!med!    

 

Countries were added, members grew, 
 
The international president had to give way to a leadership team, three life styles: married, single and 
dedicated lifelong started to share responsibility equally. Leaders came from all continents, and common 
concerns were taken up in global networks and uncountable activities laid a web of care and love over the 
world. Christians of other denominations and journeys made the GRAIL into an ecumenical movement and a 
community of international, intercultural, social and sharing pattern. 
One family of women in one world, with common roots in GOD!One family of women in one world, with common roots in GOD!One family of women in one world, with common roots in GOD!One family of women in one world, with common roots in GOD!    
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And now – 90 years later? 
 
Is there still a profile, a common vision, a way to follow and a concern and communication to share? Did the 
world get better by our existence and work? Do we join hands with women of every colour and race? Are our 
roots reaching out for the water of life every day and in each situation? Did the values of the early members 
carry us through the decades? Are energy and strength still there? And what is our aim for the completion of 
hundred years?     
 

We trust in the Spirit of God 
Is written in the new Vision Statement, “Mystery and Source of Life” – no fear – no discouragement – but 
hope, determination and the love that unites us!love that unites us!love that unites us!love that unites us!  
 

We, the International We, the International We, the International We, the International Leadership Team, feel one with every one of you on Leadership Team, feel one with every one of you on Leadership Team, feel one with every one of you on Leadership Team, feel one with every one of you on 
November 1November 1November 1November 1stststst, , , , 2011, when we celebrate 90 years of Grail Life. 2011, when we celebrate 90 years of Grail Life. 2011, when we celebrate 90 years of Grail Life. 2011, when we celebrate 90 years of Grail Life.     
    

� May you rejoice in the history and example of the search and courage of May you rejoice in the history and example of the search and courage of May you rejoice in the history and example of the search and courage of May you rejoice in the history and example of the search and courage of 
our foreour foreour foreour fore----mothers! mothers! mothers! mothers!     

� May you find strength and a bond in each otherMay you find strength and a bond in each otherMay you find strength and a bond in each otherMay you find strength and a bond in each other’’’’s ss ss ss struggle for a better truggle for a better truggle for a better truggle for a better 
world!world!world!world!    

� May you feel deeply that you are one with nine hundred Grail women of May you feel deeply that you are one with nine hundred Grail women of May you feel deeply that you are one with nine hundred Grail women of May you feel deeply that you are one with nine hundred Grail women of 
all continents!all continents!all continents!all continents!    

� May you be blessed by the Spirit of God and guided, consoled, and May you be blessed by the Spirit of God and guided, consoled, and May you be blessed by the Spirit of God and guided, consoled, and May you be blessed by the Spirit of God and guided, consoled, and 
fulfilled where ever you are!fulfilled where ever you are!fulfilled where ever you are!fulfilled where ever you are!    

    

Congratulation Congratulation Congratulation Congratulation onononon 90 years  90 years  90 years  90 years existence, existence, existence, existence, good wigood wigood wigood wishes for the coming shes for the coming shes for the coming shes for the coming 
decade and blessings for every day!decade and blessings for every day!decade and blessings for every day!decade and blessings for every day!        

Carol, Cristina, Christa 
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Community Resilience 
Bonnie Hendricks 

 

At the GA, I gave a presentation about the Transition [Town] Movement.  The Movement works to 

transition our communities off fossil fuel dependency while building local resilience.  

 

 

Lovely words; what do they mean in practice?  The following can begin to stimulate our imaginations.  

Source: Transition Primer 2.0; the full primer can be viewed/downloaded here. 

 
 

RESILIENCE is the ability of a system or community to withstand impacts from outside. An indicator 

is a good way of measuring that. 

Conventionally, the principal way of measuring a reducing carbon footprint is CO2 emissions.  

However, we firmly believe that cutting carbon while failing to build resilience is an insufficient 

response when you’re trying to address multiple shocks such as peak oil, climate change and the 

economic crisis together. - Transition Primer 
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Readers’ Corner 
 

Don’t forget to share what you are reading. Send an email to 
noreen@grail-us.org or give us a call at (513) 683-5750. 

 

Marian Ronan: 
The Charism of Karuna: Life Story of Sister Karuna Mary Braganza. 
By Pearl Drego. 
Mumbai, Maharashtra, India: Alfreruby Publishers, 2011. 
396 pp. Color photos. $19 US, plus $6 postage. 
Available from alfreruby@gmail.com  

 
The distinguished Indian Grail member, Pearl Drego, holds a 

Ph.D. in sociology, is an internationally recognized psychotherapist, and is the author of 

three previous books. Her new book, The Charism of Karuna, explores the life and ministry of 

Sister Karuna Mary Braganza, a native of Mumbai (formerly Bombay), India. Born in the 

1920s into a large Indian Catholic family, Karuna--in those days, Mary--Braganza attended 

the Jesuit college in Bombay and then entered the elite international Catholic women’s 

congregation, the Religious of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (RSCJ). The British branch of the 

RSCJs had planted their Indian province during the colonial era; when Mary Braganza 

entered the congregation, she (and other Indian candidates) traveled by boat to Britain for 

their novitiate and then served under the leadership of Oxford- and Cambridge-educated 

British superiors. Mother Mary Braganza (her title after profession) was herself a scholar of 

English literature who served eventually as chair of the English Department of Sophia 

College, the congregation’s women’s college in Bombay (the college Pearl attended) 

dynamizing the college drama program with her productions of western classics.  

Eventually, however, as India achieved independence from Britain and the Catholic Church 

moved toward a more egalitarian vision at Vatican Council II, Indian 

RSCJs began to assume leadership in their own congregation. Mother 

Braganza herself became the first Indian Principal (president) of Sophia 

College in 1965, and the first Indian Provincial Superior in 1968.  

Mother Braganza revolutionized the entities that she led. At the college, 

for example, she stressed the recruitment of less successful as well as elite 

students, introduced an alternative to the rigid British examination 

system, and expanded beyond the academic curriculum by establishing a 

polytechnic school. And as provincial of the Indian RSCJs she pioneered the wearing of the 

sari in place of the habit and abolished the practice of enclosure (cloister) because it separated 

the nuns from the people they were meant to serve. 
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Grail Birthdays: 

November 
We are trying to keep a running list of Grail 

birthdays. If we’ve missed you, we apologize, 

but it’s a work in progress and we’ll try to get 

them into Gumbo monthly. (Do make sure you 

fill in your birthday on your census form!) In the 

meantime, make a call, drop a note or send an 

email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

November 4  Marcia Bedard 

November 7  Maclovia Rodriguez 

November 7  Mary Gindhart 

November 9  Mary Therese Coyle 

November 9  Jenna Messier 

November 14 Josephine Drabek 

November 17 Alice Drefchinski 

November 17 Linda Kolts 

November 18 Rose Mae Broussard 

November 19 Elizabeth Heidler 

November 21 Maria Sanchez 

November 28 Carol Webb 

November 29 Meg Bruck 
 

After stepping down as Principal at Sophia, Mother (now called by the more egalitarian title 

”Sister”) Braganza went on to a sabbatical at Harvard, service on the international leadership 

team of her congregation, and the directorship of the ecumenical All India Association for 

Christian Higher Education. Perhaps most astonishing, she ended her years of full-time 

service working with tribal women in Torpa, on the Pakistani side of India, far from Mumbai. 

Here she started pre-schools, helped to preserve tribal herbal medicines, taught rainwater 

harvesting, and much, much more, all in an effort to reverse the detribalization caused by 

colonization and industrialization. And in Torpa, the local women gave Sister Mary Braganza 

the Indian name that she would use for the rest of her life: Karuna, compassion. This was a 

long journey indeed from her first theatrical production of Sophocles’ Antigone in 1944, and 

one that has not yet ended; at age 87, Sister 

Karuna serves other RSCJs at the congregation’s 

retirement center in Pune, six hours from 

Mumbai.  

Some US Grail members may wonder why they 

would want to read a book about a Catholic 

nun on the opposite side of the world. But Sister 

Karuna lived through a fascinating period in 

the history of a nation that will soon be the 

largest on earth. In addition, Grail women from 

the Two-Thirds World, or the Global South, as 

some call it, are growing rapidly in numbers, 

just as Catholic sisters from that part of the 

world are fast becoming the majorities in many 

of their congregations. Perhaps there are some 

analogies here that deserve consideration. 
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Alexa Kane 
Laura Kaplan 
Renee Keels 
Alice Kelly 
Linda Kolts 
Maureen Laflin 
Mary Lu Lageman 
Joann Lamb 
Carol Hussong Leopold 
Lyllis Ling 
Angie Loecke 
Peggy Logue 
Mary Kay Louchart 
Monica Maher 
Gail Malley 
Mary Ann McCarthy 
Carole Spearin McCauley 
Marie Therese McDermit 
Carol McDonnell 
Elizabeth McGivney 
Frances McLaughlin 
Anne Mercier 
Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 
Nina Naberhaus 
elmira Nazombe 
Lydia Nieves 
Carol Nosko 
Karen O'Brien 
Laura Pagoada-Mellado 
Shirley Piazza 
Dorothy Rasenberger 
Nancy Richardson 
Lynn Robbins 
Elizabeth Robinson 
Maclovia Rodriguez 
Marian Ronan 
Elizabeth Rose 
Beth Rosen 

Rosa Ruiz 
Marie Russell 
Theresa Sapunar 
Lenie Schaareman 
Eileen Schaeffler 
Audrey Schomer 
Marian Schwab 
Dode Shepherd 
Carol Siemering 
Bernice Belair Sisson 
Carol Skyrm 
Angele Coyle Smith 
Audrey Sorrento 
Patricia St. Onge 
Ann Steffy 
Deborah Sullivan 
Marie Sutter-Sinden 
Maureen Tate 
Rose Taul 
Emily Thomas 
Maria-Emilia Thomas 
Sharon Thomson 
Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky 
Sally Timmel 
Nancy Traer 
Roberta Trombly 
Barbara B. Troxell 
Kate Twohy 
Carolyn Vadala 
Ruth Vargas 
Beth Wasmer 
Carol Webb 
Duanne Welsch 
Francine Wickes 
Jean Wilson 
Sharon Wood 
Patricia Young 

GRAIL MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2011 

Total Member-Giving To The Grail:      $100,579 
All member categories: 151 (60%) 

Active: 104 (63%) 

Wider members: 17 (65%) 

Emerita: 28 (44%) 

National Fund: $52,954 

Grailville: $17,579 

Cornwall: $12,278 

Special Projects: $17,769 

Thank you to all of the Grail Members who have made a contribution this year, to National operations, 

Grailville or Cornwall or to a Special Project. If you have given and don’t see your name reflected here, please 

call the National office, (513) 683-5750. We’re working hard to make sure all of our information is correct 

and appreciate your help and your understanding. 

Members who have made their 2011 contribution between January 1-October 31, 2011
 Helen Adler 

Judy Alves 
Donna Ambrogi 
Joyce Asfour 
Constance Barrow 
Carol Barton 
Shirley Beaupre 
Marcia Bedard 
Jane Bergquist 
Mary Louise Birmingham 
Heather Teagan Blackburn 
Judith Blackburn 
Gloria Boudreaux 
Pat Bell Bradley 
Rose Mae Broussard 
Wendy Budzynski 
Margarita Cabrera 
Penny Carr 
Jacqueline Carroll 
Teresa Carter 
Mary Ellen Clifford 
Pamela Cobey 
Barbara Coleman 
Rosa De Jesus Contreras 
Angelica Contreras 
Nancy Cooney 
Deirdre Cornell 
Vivian Corres 
Dottie Cortez 
Bethann Witcher Cottrell 
Mary Therese Coyle 
Marguerite Coyle 
Theresa C. Czerwinski 
Ann Marie Czyzewski 
Helen Davis 
Maria De Groot 
Mary Kay Delgado 
Virginia Deters 

Ivette Diaz 
Patricia Dillon 
Jackie DiSalvo 
Mary Divito 
Patricia Dolan 
Taya Doro-Mitchell 
Alice Dougan 
Monica Erler 
Ingrid Farnham 
Mary Farrell 
Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero 
Cecilia Figueroa 
Kathleen Fisher 
Eva Fleischner 
Joy France 
Ruth Gallant 
Joy Garland 
Barbara Gibbons 
Roberta Gill 
Mary Gindhart 
Margaret Goederer 
Marian April Goering 
Elise Gorges 
Carolyn Gratton 
Lea Grundy 
Una Mae Hargrave 
Gwendolyn Hawk 
Jeanne Heiberg 
Ann Heidkamp 
Martha Heidkamp 
Elizabeth Heidler 
Grace Heising 
Rebecca Kremer Hill 
Cherie Holman 
Elaine Huber 
Anne Hurley 
Lucy Jones 
Sharon Joslyn 


