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Gumbo 
~~ The Grail Connection ~ 

 

 

October 2011 

IGA Reflections 

IGA Attendees: Marian Schwab (top row, center) and Becky Hill (front row, 5th from right), 

represented the United States as delegates to the Grail International General Assembly (IGA) last 

month in Kleinmond, South Africa, and Lucy Jones (top row, 2nd from right) represented the Grail Link 

to the United Nations. Noreen Willhelm (first standing row, 6th from left) and Mary Farrell (top row, 

3rd from right) were members of the Administrative Team, handling note-taking and other 

administrative tasks. The 14-day meeting ended September 24 with the approval of the International 

Vision Statement by the delegates from 17 countries.  

 

Mary Farrell 
My one week at the Grail’s International General Assembly 

began after most of the participants had already 

experienced a week of immersion in this amazing 

confluence of cultures, personalities, languages, works, 

dreams and Grail endeavor.  My roommate, Sibongile 

Mtungwa, of South Africa, took solicitous care for me as I 

awoke on Saturday morning after arriving just after 

midnight, offering breakfast and orienting me to the 

assembly point for our trip to Mthimkuhlu Training Centre 

for a day of introduction to the Grail in the area.  ILT 

Member and former South Africa resident Carol Webb led 

Photo by Nqobile Masuku
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Photo by  Mary Farrell

Carol Webb leads walk through informal settlement near Kleinmond 

the walk, including astounding views of more than 400 units of family housing for low-income 

families, with solar panels for hot water, nestled beautifully between the sea and the mountains – 

and on to the primary school where Xhosa, one of the official languages of South Africa since the fall 

of apartheid, was approved as a teaching language – a first if I remember rightly.  A few more blocks 

and we arrived at Mthimkhulu where the Grail  

of the Western Cape had prepared a ritual, 

“Spiral of our Journeys” exploring Origins, 

Conquest-Conquered, Struggle, Liberation-

Freedom and Integration-Inter-connectedness. 

Participants discussed each topic with a different 

small group of women, including Grail members 

from other countries, Western Cape Grail 

members and interested Explorers.  The sharing 

was heartfelt and enriching, including many 

joyful songs.  We were sustained with a 

wholesome lunch (and International market!) 

before coming together for an entertaining panel 

of interviews elucidating the history and current 

works of the International Grail.  Our day at 

Mthimkhulu concluded with an exchange of blessings and songs between the Western Cape 

participants and the IGA participants before we walked or rode a bus back to the Grail Center at 

Kleinmond.  After dinner, our day concluded with a lively evening of singing together. 

 

Jump to the other end of the week… 

On Friday, we faced the need to make decisions: to begin to ground our dreams and grand designs in 

reality and action steps. The structure of our discussions throughout the week was based on small 

group discussions of a variety of topics, i.e. Regional Groups, Themes that were already actively being 

pursued by various groups around the world, and Think Groups considering issues of concern in the 

Grail across the world that need creative insight to help us move forward.  Each of us participated in a 

small group on each of these and we were asked to produce a proposal specific enough to answer 4 

or 5 questions:  

• What do we want to do together?  

• Do we need a coordinator/team? 

• If so what is her/their work? 

• What are the specific expectations of the women engaged in this issue/topic/theme? 

• Do you want to give a name to the group? 

• What are the anticipated costs of this work?   

These work groups reported back throughout the week and presented their proposals or ideas in 

response to the questions.  On Friday morning (or was it Thursday afternoon?), we regrouped to 

attempt to set priorities among the list of proposals that had come forward. Mieneke Hage, 

International Finance Officer, gave us an overview of how much money is typically available annually 

in the Grail for these sorts of expenditures and we were asked how we would allocate that pool of 

resources in 2012 and in 2013.  We did not have time enough to come to resource allocation 

decisions, but hearing how the various groups had approached the process and the similarities and 

differences in priorities assigned was enlightening.   
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The work of planning is far from complete, but I believe we appreciate the importance to the Grail 

throughout the world of communicating among ourselves what we are doing.   This includes such 

aspects as the importance of translation, the need for access to and utilization of electronic means of 

communication, and the fundamental importance of sharing our experiences and learning with each 

other.  Certainly outreach and membership development are active topics in all the regions.  We also 

recognize the importance of Grail participation in other forums, e.g., United Nations, UFER, ECOSOC, 

Rio + 20 AND the need to engage and report back to the membership the results of those activities. 

 

My reflections here are doubtless a bit jumbled, jumping around from topic to topic. I hope they 

provide a hint of the rich interchange of this IGA. We will certainly be sharing more at the GA and in 

other gatherings and hope to keep these conversations alive and active for many years to come! 

 

 

The Internationality of the Grail 
Noreen Willhelm 

 

There are many, many impressions of the gift the Grail gave me, in 

attending the IGA, not the least of which was the opportunity to see with 

my own eyes the reality of the host country, South Africa. It is an incredibly 

beautiful land – gorgeous mountains, rocky beaches, the emerging and 

unusual blossoms of spring, outsize indigenous animals – lions, giraffes, 

penguins. But it is a troubled country, where the first impressions are of 

pervasive fear – 12-foot fences topped by razor wire around nearly every 

home; overwhelming poverty – 2 million people in tin-shack-filled 

‘informal settlements’ like Khayelitsha, outside Cape Town; and a political 

system struggling against corruption at the highest levels. But there is 

an energy there that is palpable – music and color and art – and it made 

me so proud to hear the stories of Grail women who lived through and 

played important roles in the struggle against apartheid, living their 

Grail values when there seemed to be little hope for change. 

 

But most moving for me was the opportunity to see and begin to 

understand the Grail as an international movement. To watch as the 

delegates demonstrated the challenges for their countries and the Grail; 

to listen as each one tried to describe her country’s experience and 

perspective on major issues facing the Grail today. At one point, 

everyone recited the Lord’s Prayer in their mother languages – 14 

languages in all. It was beautiful. And it underscored what became our 

theme – communication will be central to the Grail of the future, in 

languages all can understand and through means both technological 

and personal. But that energy of South Africa? It seemed to pervade 

and re-charge the 50+ women of the IGA. It was an honor to be present. 
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Soweto, South Africa 
Becky Hill 

In addition to the amazing IGA meeting itself, I 

found the visit we made to the Skills 

Development Co-Operative in Soweto (South 

West Township) in Johannesburg , South Africa, 

a very moving experience. Winding our way 

through the maze of corrugated iron shacks that 

house many of the 2 million-plus residents of 

the “informal settlements” that make up 

Soweto, we made a sharp right turn at Corner 

16 to reach the Grail Project  

The project we visited, started over 30 years ago by Ann Mohr and Thandi Maud Makwakwa, is one of five 

sites that have trained more than 4,000 people in the last three decades in production sewing, tailoring and 

dressmaking.  Training in upholstery has recently been added.  Included in the compound is the Kliptown Youth 

Program, which also offers adult computer classes, and a daycare center for children, one to six years old. 

Three of the sites in Soweto are training centers and two are production centers, sewing items by contract, 

employing women to support their families in an area with more than 50% unemployment and heart-breaking 

living conditions. Soweto was central in the intense struggle against apartheid and is typical of the resulting 

conditions (lack of skills, housing, infrastructure) that institutionalized racism and forced segregation 

engenders.  Even though the apartheid system was officially dismantled more than 15 years ago, its results, as 

seen and lived in Soweto, are very much apparent.   

I had arranged to purchase a number of the African Tribal Dolls that are made by women at one of the 

production centers to bring back to the Grailville store and very much wanted to see if there are ways we 

could be supportive to their industry, creativity and diligence.  In the short visit there, I was educated by their 

determination and spirit, and inspired to want to somehow reach across, from my world to  theirs,  at the 

bottom of the world.  All I have so far are a few dolls, and some ideas, and a wish to connect  more. 

 

The dolls, wearing the traditional dress of six of South Africa’s ethnic tribes, are available 

for sale in the Grailville store.                                                                      Photos by Becky Hill 
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Candidates for Council 
Five Grail members have agreed to stand for election for two, three-year terms, January 1, 2012 

through December 31, 2014.  Their biographies and photos are below. If you are an Active member 

or an Emerita member who chooses to vote, you should have received a ballot by regular mail. If 

you did not, please call the National office at (513) 683-5750. Ballots are due back by November 15 

or you may vote in person during the General Assembly, November 3-6. 

Penny Carr 
My first experiences with the Grail were as a member for the High School Core Group based at the 

Hosea Avenue Grail Center in Cincinnati. I enjoyed participating in a 

variety of volunteer projects with disadvantaged children and women 

in the community. This invaluable experience made me determined to 

continue in social services. After majoring in psychology and with a 

master’s in counseling, I became a vocational rehabilitation counselor. 

For most of my career I have worked with handicapped teens and 

adults providing educational and vocational guidance. I became 

reacquainted with the Grail when I moved to the Loveland area in 

1997 and attended workshops at Grailville. I have been a Grail 

member since 1998. I was active on the Membership Team and a 

Grailville volunteer for six years. During the past few years, family and 

career demands have limited my participation in Grail activities. Now I 

have retired and am looking forward to doing more with the Grail. 

 

Mary Farrell 
Forty-four years ago or so I decided that I would commit to becoming a responsible participant in the 

Grail.  I brought my youth, my energy, my enthusiasm for what the 

Grail was and could become as well as for what it was doing in the 

world.  At the time, I was a student at the University of Michigan, 

learning much from my involvement with student housing 

cooperatives, as well as from my studies. I stayed active with the 

Grail in Michigan, mostly through my interactions with Lynn Malley 

and Mary Clifford. 

When I moved to Boston in 1978 I didn’t know any Grail members in 

Boston, until one evening when I got a call from Carol Siemering, 

asking if I was a Grail member and would I like to come to a Boston 

Grail meeting at Mary Anne Kimball’s home.  That was the first of 

an ongoing series of Boston Grail meetings that have sustained me 

over the years since. 

In 2003, I went to the General Assembly because I was intrigued by the proposal for a new Grail 

structure and excited by the potential to reinvigorate the movement.  At that GA, I agreed to join the 

finance team and a few months later agreed to become the Treasurer of the Grail in the US, relieving 

Terry Marshall of a burden she had been carrying for many years.  I held that post until the end of 

2006, when I stepped down as Treasurer and from my seat on the Council.  I remained active on the 

Finance Team. When the call came for Council nominees in 2009, I found myself eager to contribute 
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once again to guiding the Grail, through participation on the Council.  I was elected and have served 

for the past 2 years on the National Leadership Team as well as on the Council.   

The challenges have been many and difficult, but by working through them I find that we are, as a 

movement on the brink of new initiatives, breakthroughs and forward motion.  I want to be part of 

seeing these developments through to fruition, at the Centers, among the members, in the energy of 

the movement.  I would love to be part of leading this development.  If other newer or younger 

members are similarly enthused by these potentials and are elected, I will support them to the best 

of my ability.  I still have the energy and enthusiasms I mentioned above, if not the youth, and I am 

eager to use them in service to The Grail. 

 

Renee Keels 

My introduction to The Grail began as a result of contact with The 

Conference of Cincinnati Women.  Peg Moertl, who served on staff at 

Grailville, introduced me to Elizabeth McGee and from there began my 

journey towards feminist/Womanist spirituality.  For at least 10 years, I 

attended Grail programs with Mary Daly, Fanchon Shur and so many 

more. What an “awesome awakening” to the spirit of the divine sacred 

feminine. 

I joined The Grail in the early 1980s through a conversation with Jeannette 

Loanzon from the Philippines.  Shortly thereafter, I began working with 

Meg Bruck and Elizabeth McGee and assisted in developing the Women’s 

Institute and connecting other women of color with the Grail movement. 

In 1990 and 1991, I served on the planning committee for the Women of 

the Americas event, meeting Licha Kraemer and going to Mexico for the 

first time.  We returned in 1991 for the event and celebration with other women from North, South 

and Central America.  Again, another awakening.   

Moving to Boston in 1991 and attending events at Cornwall, I connected with the fabulous Boston 

Grail women.  Life, school, family kept me at a distance and from being more intimately involved for a 

few years, but I was always concerned and involved when possible with Grailville events, Cornwall 

and the Boston Grail. 

As life again has released me to be more attentive to my passion for women’s spirituality, 

contemplative prayer (which I found and learned from other Grail sisters), my desire is to build local 

and international connections with sisters of the spirit.  I am delighted to report that I made my first 

“mission” trip to the West Indies to assist in an economic development/empowerment idea with 

women in St. Lucia.  I have just returned from Grenada, my second mission trip to Sisters of the 

Sorrowful Mother and another week of quilting, teaching and being inspired by the women of the 

island. 

I have just joined the Finance Team. I serve the church as a senior pastor of an historical American 

Baptist Church 
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Loretta Rokey 

I first came to know Grailville around 1983 following my graduation 

from college with a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration.  At 

that time, Becky Hill was planning maternity leave and they were 

looking for a professional in financial management.  I had been working 

for a manufacturing company at the time and was anxious to apply the 

skills I had learned.  I knew nothing of the Grail or Grailville and am 

forever grateful that Mary Kane and Mary Bohlen, with Becky’s 

recommendation, agreed to give me that opportunity. 

I quickly thrived in the supportive environment with many wonderful 

women as my mentors.  I enjoy analyzing systems and quickly grasped 

the financial and personnel matters at hand.  Three years later, Mary 

Gindhart and I became Co-Directors and served together for two or 

three years.  I left Grailville to pursue my Master’s Degree in Public 

Administration in 1990.  Along the way I participated in the discernment process to become a Grail 

member.  Fran Martin and Ruth Gallant were instrumental during my formation process.  I was also 

fortunate to participate in a group of young women led by Licha Kraemer who traveled to Mexico 

from Cornwall around 1989.  This was also a life-changing experience.   

Although my home is not far from Grailville, pursuing my new career in city management and raising 

two kids has kept me too busy to participate in many activities over the last 19 years.  I was, however, 

privileged to work with Lynn Malley as Grailville developed a planning task force.  I continued to 

serve with this advisory group off and on over a two-year period.  I have been a regular donor to the 

Grail and stay in touch through the newsletters and emails.  At this point in my life, my oldest son 

Robbie has entered college and my daughter Shannon is a sophomore in high school.  I have also 

changed jobs in an attempt to reduce the stress felt while managing a bigger city.  I believe I have 

reached a crossroads that will allow me to take on a new volunteer opportunity and the Grail and 

Grailville remain dear to me.   

I would welcome the opportunity to participate on the Grail Council providing the professional skills 

and experience I have gained over these many years.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Carol Siemering 

This is my 50th anniversary in the Grail, beginning with attending 

the Year School in 1961. I’ve been in the Boston Grail for over 32 

years. I was the Membership Coordinator for the Council 2003-

2006 and on the National Leadership Team for the last 16 months 

of that term. I was a planner and facilitator for the National 

Meeting on Spiritual Diversity 2007 and was one of the two 

representatives from the U.S. at the International Spirituality 

Forum in Portugal 2007. I have been a planner and participant of 

the Northeast Metanoia Program at Cornwall 2008-2011. I was the 

convener of the last two national gatherings and currently am part 

of the General Assembly planning team. I have served on this 

current Council for two years. Some of my contributions have 
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included working on policy and handbook revisions and serving as the Council liaison for the 

Personnel Committee. 

My passions are my daughters and my grandsons, ages 16 and 9, the arts—all of them, and 

everything related to spirituality. 

I would bring to the position keen interest in membership development and enrichment, attention to 

detail, enthusiasm, a deep sense of responsibility and many years of experience participating in 

teams with other Grail women locally, regionally and nationally. 

 

 

General Assembly: Sneak Preview 
Mary Gene Devlin 

 

You’ve decided to go to the GA! Congratulations! It will be so good to see you!  

 

You think that “The Worlds in Which We Live” is a compelling theme and that working towards 

a plan of action in the areas of the Environmental World, the World of Social Justice, and the 

Spiritual World is something you want to engage in. Good choice! Next time someone asks, “What 

does the Grail in the United States DO?” you will be able to say, “Well, in the next couple years, we 

are working on…” and you will tell your listener with definiteness, what we are doing – and what 

part you will have in this work. 

 

So now, the Planning Team would like to give you a sneak preview of what you certainly won’t 

want to miss once you are at the GA – the plenary sessions and the women who will be plenary 

speakers. Being independent-minded women, each day’s speaker(s) will do it her(their) way.  

 

************************* 

 

Kate Devlin will start off on Thursday morning by 

sharing her vision and experience in Our Environmental 

World – one of the important ways the Grail works in the 

world today – reflected in our vision and mission.  The 

second part of the plenary time will be led by Joy 

Garland who will present and interact with a video on 

the issue of water and ‘fracking’ (fracturing shale to 

obtain natural gas). 

 

Kate has a Masters and a PhD in biology. When she was 

choosing a college major, she saw “ecology as an area 

that would be crucial in the next years if the earth is 

going to survive.” Kate teaches at Greenfield Community 

College where she inspires students from 17 to 70 to 

understand why and how to get involved in working for 

and with the earth. 
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What doesn’t Joy Garland do? Stay at home and relax – that’s for sure! Joy’s inspiring  love of the 

natural world, her work on the East River in New York, and her becoming more and more of an 

activist 0n the issue of fracking makes her the right person to present the video. 

 

***************** 

 

Sharon Joslyn and Mary Kay Louchart…when you hear their names, what do you think?  “The 

Bronx” and vibrant Saint Luke’s parish where they have poured out their talents and souls for so 

many years.  Their fluency in Spanish, music, joie de vivre, their leadership and care for women 

and girls, and their utter generosity have made the Grail house in the Bronx one of the “must see” 

places that international visitors explore.  

 

Sharon and Mary Kay have other work as well. On Friday of the GA, the day of Our Social World, 

they will share the podium with some of the members of the Grail Link to the United Nations.  We 

can look forward to an interactive session on the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s). What 

have we done as the international Grail and what more can we do regionally and nationally? Can 

you name the MDG’s? I’ll bet our scoring on that one will be a lot better after this plenary! 

 

************************** 

 

Diana Hayes has a bio that reaches from Louvain to Georgetown, including degrees in 

Jurisprudence (J.D) and Theology (Ph.D.) among others, being the author of seven books, and a 

lecturer in the United States, Europe, and South Africa on issues of race, class, gender and 

religion, womanist and Black theologies, women in the Catholic Church and African American 

religions. And, at the same time, Diana is also a Grail member who posts compassionate personal 

messages on the national listserv in response to requests for prayer.   

 

Being the plenary speaker on Saturday, the day of Our Spiritual World, Diana hopes to connect us 

through her own personal experiences as a Catholic African American woman to the large world 

of spirituality. The particularities of her life are examples of one of the Grail stories that enlighten 

us and call us to celebrate the multifaceted nature of our movement.  Diana’s life, her coming to 

her Catholic faith, and then to theology, form the background for an appreciation of the Catholic, 

Christian tradition in the Grail, and then today’s acceptance of other religions and spiritualties in 

the movement, and the interconnectedness of it all.  Diana rejoices in diversity and in deep 

faithfulness to one’s own path. There will be much for us to absorb from this start to Day 3. 

 

********************** 

Aren’t you glad you decided to come to the GA? After the plenaries, panels and small group work 

will take place later in the day. Oh, and of course you do realize that it’s not too late to register if 

you haven’t done that yet. October 20 is the deadline. 
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MAMAMAMARY FARRELLRY FARRELLRY FARRELLRY FARRELL    
Boston, MABoston, MABoston, MABoston, MA    

The Women’s Lunch Place provides a safe, 
comfortable day time shelter, nutritious food, and 
services for women who are homeless or poor. We 
treat women with dignity and respect, and foster a 
community committed to meeting each woman’s needs. 

SENIOR PEER 
COUNSELING 

 

Judith Blackburn 
 

Longmont, CO 

Even if you can’t come…. 
 

in person, we hope you'll be at Grailville November 3-6 in spirit.  Please bring with you or 

send ahead (c/o Joy France) the following: a piece of cloth to place on the altar Saturday 

evening, a small photo or picture depicting something you do in the world (as an individual or 

communally) and a 4x 6 paper with your name, what your "work" is, and where you're from 

to add to our display in the Link.  We want to see everybody represented there and here are 

some examples of what your contribution might look like: 
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Spirit Mountain Ranch retreat, left to right: Sandy Wilson, Jane Bergquist, 

Beth Wasmer, Judith Blackburn, Cherie Holman, Margaret Schwender, 

Patricia Young, Judith Bergquist. Photo by Jess Hageman 

 

Grail Gathering at Spirit Mountain Ranch 
Cherie Holman 

It all started because Cherie Holman really wanted to see Beth Wasmer 

and Sandy Wilson’s bed-and-breakfast ranch. And we talked about our 

perennial problem of gathering with other Grail members in our larger 

regions that are sparsely populated by Grail members.  

So, Beth and Sandy offered to host a “regional” gathering at their 

beautiful B&B in the Colorado Rockies, Spirit Mountain Ranch. We 

picked a date, invited all Grailies and friends in the Northwest and in 

Colorado and New Mexico, and 9 were able to attend: Patricia Young, 

Cherie Holman, Margaret Schwender, Jane Bergquist, Judith Bergquist, 

Judith Blackburn, Jess Hageman, Sandy Wilson and Beth Wasmer. 

Experience told us that we didn’t need to worry much about 

programming, because we could come up with what appealed to the 

participants once we gathered. We did know that we wanted to do 

some yoga and have time to talk. We invited the participants to bring 

something creative that they could share. The first evening, we sketched 

out a loose skeleton of a plan together.   

We began each day with silence and a meditation period, led by Cherie, before our lovely breakfast. 

We helped with some chores at the ranch. Many hands make light work, and it was fun. Every day we 

had a session of gentle yoga, led very skillfully by Patricia Young. Beth and Sandy had just finished a 

new room, the Studio, which was perfect for our yoga sessions. We all took turns with meal 

preparation and clean up. One evening we had pizza, baked in an outdoor clay wood-fired oven. The 

last day, we had a delicious gourmet meal made from leftovers.   

One afternoon, we went into Rocky Mountain National Park, and were thrilled to see the elk and hear 

them bugling. (Calling their herd together is not unlike us herding up the Grail.) There was also plenty 

of free time to do what called us. Several of us walked the mountain above the ranch, some watched 

a video interview with the Dalai Lama, colored a mandala, participated in a group writing exercise, 

weeded the garden, or took a nap. Conversations were about growing food, preparing wholesome 

foods, sustainability issues, politics and our 

journeys.   

In the evenings, we could soak in the hot 

tub under the stars. We ended our time 

with a walk to a medicine circle on the ridge 

above the ranch.   

We encourage you to think about trying a 

local gathering. Every place is unique, and 

you will find plenty to do without much 

worry. We found our time together to be tremendously rewarding. Let’s do it again! Click on the link 

for our theme song. 

http://youtu.be/lPxkuZW76Mk 
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Jackie DiSalvo at “Occupy Wall Street” 
Ellen Duell 

 

Grail member Jackie DiSalvo was interviewed September 30 as one of the organizers of “Occupy Wall 

Street,” a coalition of groups and individuals who were outside in Liberty Park of New York City, near 

Wall Street, in the rain and the cold, on Friday, September 30, (and for days before) to protest the 

extreme and oppressive wealth of 1% of Americans. Jackie¸as a member of her own professional 

union at City University of New York, told the interviewer, with the crowd in the background, that the 

Transit Workers Union had joined with these protesters, and would hold its own rally the following 

day.  These are “rank and file” union members, Jackie said.  The young people there, Jackie said, 

under-employed and unemployed, identify with workers everywhere who need living wages.  They 

are determined to make the nation listen!  
A videotape of Jackie’s interview on Democracy Now! can be found at 

http://www.democracynow.org/2011/9/30/inside_occupy_wall_st_a_tour and you can read more in the Huffington 

Post, which says Jackie “has emerged as a driving force in the effort to link up labor and the protests.”  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/29/nyc-transit-union-joins-o_n_987156.html 

 

 

 
 

Art as Embodiment of the Grail 
Karen O’Brien 

 
As a practicing artist and a career lay minister, Karen O’Brien looks for ways to combine her interests in art 

and spirituality into retreat opportunities that help others recognize and access their inner voice.  She 

currently offers retreats at Toledo’s Victory Center, a not-for-profit agency that provides community and 

resources to women cancer patients, survivors and their families. During the retreats the practice of 

spontaneous painting empowers the women at many levels, revealing—often to their surprise—the vast 

inner resources and spiritual wisdom 

they already have at their disposal to 

help them through their journey with 

cancer. 
Art is so much more than a visual 

treat for the eyes; it is also food for 

the soul, a manner in which to 

visualize and interpret our innate 

wisdom, a method of building 

community, and a way to empower 

others to participate in their own 

growth and healing. 

Elizabeth (Lebe) Schickel Robinson is 

a practicing artist and registered 

nurse who believes artists have an 

especially wonderful and powerful 

God-given gift in the ability to see 

with the eyes of a creator, mirroring 
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the work of the Creator. A compelling fruit of this gift is that for others, the artist’s nature and work 

can provide a catalyst for the creative life spark.   

 

Lebe recently completed a mural project at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. This commission involved 

collaboration with four local schools, art teachers and 200 children who created artwork around a 

theme of "bringing the natural world inside the hospital through the worlds of water, land and sky.” 

The natural world was chosen because of its interconnectedness, vitality, creativity and beauty which 

speaks to patients, family and staff, all of whom are active in an effective collaborative healing 

process in a hospital environment. About 130 of the children’s pieces were chosen for framing to 

hang in the rooms and halls in and around the hospital. Within this same theme, Lebe created four 

large pieces that hang at intersection points in the hallways. These larger pieces include snippets of 

the children’s artwork that were not chosen for framing and display. 

Lebe Robinson is looking to other artists to continue dialoging about the unfolding role of the arts in the 

Grail, when we gather at the November General Assembly. Look for Lebe to find out when these dialogues 

will be taking place, or email her at :robinsonstudios@fuse.net 

 
Quilting Beyond Borders 

By Renee P. Keels 
    

Renee Keels has generously responded to the needs of creative women constrained by economic poverty, last 

year on the island on St. Lucia, and this past September, on the Caribbean island of Grenada. At the invitation 

of arts teacher and crafts cooperative leader Sr. DeLourdes Lopez, Renee traveled to give workshops on 

quilting and appliqué technique to women who will use these skills to create crafts to sell and supplement 

their incomes. She uses her own money to transport quilting materials, sewing machines and herself to assist 

these women, who respond enthusiastically to her time, talent and care for them 

-Karen O’Brien.    

It was hurricane season.  It was almost 

always 100 degrees.  Yet, several of the 

women of Grenada faithfully attended 

the four-day intensive quilting workshop 

held in one of the tiny classrooms at St. 

Rose Modern Secondary School. The 

school is run by Sisters of the Sorrowful 

Mother, in Gouyave, Parish of St. John, 

Grenada, West Indies. 

 This was my second trip to work 

with Sr. DeLourdes Lopez, SSM, and the 

women she encourages, providing 

opportunities for creative expression 

and developing products which might be 

sold on the island.  Needless to say, they 

were eager and energetic learners.  I could hardly keep up!   
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 The first part of the class involves 

teaching the women the tools and equipment 

used in quilting.  Rotary cutter and cutting 

mats are generally not available on the 

islands, so in my three suitcases were rotary 

cutters, quilters rulers, about 40 spools of 

thread, 60 pounds of fabric (donated by 

Agnieszka – a sister-friend who recently 

closed her fabric store), nearly 18 pounds of 

batting and interfacing.  After  showing the 

women the proper cutting techniques and 

“safety tips,” we worked on several projects.  

(Three days before I departed for Grenada, I 

was rushed to the ER to receive 5 stitches in my left foot for cutting a vein with a rotary cutter.  What 

a timely lesson in rotary cutter safety!  Always close the blade.) 

 Our first item was a 12-inch mat, followed by a reversible bag, and then on to making mini-

mats with batik fabric and rope.  Unfortunately, my pictures of their items “disappeared” from my 

camera so all I have to show are pictures of the women busily sewing and cutting. 

 We also were able to take two sewing machines (yes – in those three suitcases were one 

Singer machine and one White).  Do please, ask me about the conversation that I had with the 

Customs Agent as I entered the country!!! 

 The highlights of both the trip to St. Lucia and Grenada are the beautiful sunrise and sunsets.  

Right now I am working on a landscape sunrise from St. Lucia and hope to complete in time for 

Christmas. 

Many, many thanks to Fran Frazier and Karen O’Brien for their financial donations.  The cost of two 

additional pieces of luggage was astronomical and I could not have done it without their support. 

 

One final swim in the Caribbean Sea!One final swim in the Caribbean Sea!One final swim in the Caribbean Sea!One final swim in the Caribbean Sea!    
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Grail Birthdays: 

October 7-Early November 
We are trying to keep a running list of Grail 

birthdays. If we’ve missed you, we apologize, 

but it’s a work in progress and we’ll try to get 

them into Gumbo monthly. (Do make sure you 

fill in your birthday on your census form!) In the 

meantime, make a call, drop a note or send an 

email to one of your sisters on her special day. 

 

October 7  Mary Bohlen 

October 8  Helen Davis 

October 9  Peg Linnehan 

October 12  Kay King Jakob 

October 16  Margaret Bisel 

 Lyllis Ling  

 Frances Martin 

October 17  Sharon Joslyn 

October 23  Jeanne Daniher 

 T. Rose Holdcraft 

October 24 Angie Loecke 

 Debra Lambo 

October 25  Bernice Belair Sisson 

 Maria De Groot 

October 26  Roberta Gill 

October 27  Jada Semidey 

November 4  Marcia Bedard 

Member Update: Carol Nosko 
 

My husband Juan Quesada and I have a change of address from Cupertino, CA: 

Unit 81 

220 W. Rapp Rd. 

Talent, OR 97540 

541-535-7134 

We've been here since mid-May and are loving the countryside and very small 

town living (2200 pop.)  We are three miles from Ashland, famous for its 

Oregon Shakespeare Festival, which goes from February-November.  Also 

Southern Oregon University is in Ashland and the Rogue Valley seems to be a 

spiritual center for many 

paths.  Soooo, lots to do and 

discover with oceans of quiet. 

We have goats and horses as 

neighbors (well, across the 

road) as well as orchards 

(apple, pears) and vineyards abound.  It's 

delightfully slower than California and we've 

adapted without too many adjustments.  It's 

been warmer and sunnier than the SF Bay Area 

all summer (no rain) and the autumn is 

temperate and awe inspiring.  We'll have rain 

later and cold, too, and snow that doesn't stick to 

the ground. 

One of our many guests from the Bay Area said 

she "couldn't believe how quiet it is here."  Very 

conducive to inner work and meditation –a plus. 

We are about three miles from Mary Ferrari, 

former Grail participant in Ohio and Michigan.  

Her husband of 20 years died in July, so the 

timing of our move was good.  Mary and I lived 

together in Redwood City, CA for a time, so it's 

time once again to support one another. 

This is truly beautiful country – guests 

welcome!! 

Thanks for listening –greetings to all, 

 

Carol Nosko 
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Sharon Joslyn 

Alexa Kane 

Laura Kaplan 

Renee Keels 

Alice Kelly 

Linda Kolts 

Maureen Laflin 

Mary Lu Lageman 

Joann Lamb 

Carol Hussong Leopold 

Lyllis Ling 

Angie Loecke 

Peggy Logue 

Mary Kay Louchart 

Monica Maher 

Gail Malley 

Mary Ann McCarthy 

Carole Spearin McCauley 

Marie Therese McDermit 

Carol McDonnell 

Elizabeth McGivney 

Frances McLaughlin 

Anne Mercier 

Marie Mohr-Grandstaff 

Lydia Nieves 

Carol Nosko 

Karen O'Brien 

Laura Pagoada-Mellado 

Shirley Piazza 

Dorothy Rasenberger 

Nancy Richardson 

Lynn Robbins 

Elizabeth Robinson 

Maclovia Rodriguez 

Marian Ronan 

Elizabeth Rose 

Beth Rosen 

Rosa Ruiz 

Marie Russell 

Theresa Sapunar 

Lenie Schaareman 

Eileen Schaeffler 

Audrey Schomer 

Marian Schwab 

Dode Shepherd 

Carol Shields Siemering 

Bernice Belair Sisson 

Carol Skyrm 

Angele Coyle Smith 

Audrey Sorrento 

Patricia St. Onge 

Ann Steffy 

Deborah Sullivan 

Marie Sutter-Sinden 

Maureen Tate 

Rose Taul 

Emily Thomas 

Maria-Emilia Thomas 

Sharon Thomson 

Stephana (Mary Ann) Tikalsky 

Nancy Traer 

Roberta Trombly 

Barbara B. Troxell 

Kate Twohy 

Carolyn Vadala 

Ruth Vargas 

Carol Webb 

Duanne Welsch 

Francine Wickes 

Jean Wilson 

Sharon Wood 

Patricia Young 

 

GRAIL MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2011 

Total Member-Giving To The Grail:      $93,950 

All member categories: 144 (56%) 

Active: 98 (59%) 

Wider members: 17 (65%) 

Emerita: 27 (43%) 

National Fund: $49,479 

Grailville: $17,179 

Cornwall: $12,002 

Special Projects: $15,289 

Thank you to all of the Grail Members who have made a contribution this year, to National operations, 

Grailville or Cornwall or to a Special Project. If you have given and don’t see your name reflected here, please 

call the National office, (513) 683-5750. We’re working hard to make sure all of our information is correct 

and appreciate your help and your understanding. 

Members who have made their 2011 contribution between January 1-September 30, 2011
 Helen Adler 

Judy Alves 

Donna Ambrogi 

Constance Barrow 

Carol Barton 

Shirley Beaupre 

Marcia Bedard 

Jane Bergquist 

Mary Louise Birmingham 

Heather Teagan Blackburn 

Judith Blackburn 

Gloria Boudreaux 

Pat Bell Bradley 

Rose Mae Broussard 

Wendy Budzynski 

Margarita Cabrera 

Penny Carr 

Jacqueline Carroll 

Teresa Carter 

Mary Ellen Clifford 

Pamela Cobey 

Barbara Coleman 

Rosa De Jesus Contreras 

Angelica Contreras 

Nancy Cooney 

Deirdre Cornell 

Vivian Corres 

Dottie Cortez 

Bethann Witcher Cottrell 

Mary Therese Coyle 

Marguerite Coyle 

Theresa C. Czerwinski 

Ann Marie Czyzewski 

Helen Davis 

Maria De Groot 

Mary Kay Delgado 

Virginia Deters 

Ivette Diaz 

Patricia Dillon 

Mary Divito 

Patricia Dolan 

Taya Doro-Mitchell 

Alice Dougan 

Monica Erler 

Ingrid Farnham 

Mary Farrell 

Brigitte Ferrari-Cicero 

Cecilia Figueroa 

Kathleen Fisher 

Eva Fleischner 

Joy France 

Ruth Gallant 

Joy Garland 

Barbara Gibbons 

Mary Gindhart 

Margaret Goederer 

Marian April Goering 

Elise Gorges 

Carolyn Gratton 

Lea Grundy 

Una Mae Hargrave 

Gwendolyn Hawk 

Jeanne Heiberg 

Martha Heidkamp 

Ann Heidkamp 

Elizabeth Heidler 

Grace Heising 

Rebecca Kremer Hill 

Cherie Holman 

Elaine Huber 

Anne Hurley 

Lucy Jones 


